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INTRODUCTION. 



The Society of Friends, though a small, is 
not an unimportant part of the community. 
The active benevolence of its members; their 
correct moral habits, and their general aver- 
sion to frivolous pursuits and pleasures, not 
only give them a great degree of respectability 
in a worldly point of view, but also a weight 
and an influence among their fellow citizens 
which mere wealth is insuflicient to com- 
mand, and which is vastly superior to what 
they are entitled to from their numerical 
position in the state. 

Though they are not accustomed to 
obtrude their peculiar opinions upon the 
notice of their fellow christians, enough is 
known of their principles to make them the 
subject of much comparison and reflection in 
connection with various important topics 
which claim attention at the present day. 
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IV INTRODUCTION. 

They have existed for nearly two centuries 
without a regular priesthood; they believe all 
preaching for hire or gain to be forbidden, 
and are consequently the determined oppos- 
ers of the payment of tithes and other eccle- 
siastical demands, which they invariably 
refuse to pay, and of course call loudly by 
their practice for Church Reform. That their 
mode of testifying against Tithes has not 
produced relief may perhaps be cause of sur- 
prise, but the editor conceives that the Friends 
have not so uniformly publicly protested 
before the Magistrates when their property 
has been about to be forcibly taken from 
them, and given their reasons for refusing to 
obey the law, — as those who may wish to see 
this obnoxious tax abolished could have 
wished, — and thus their reasons for refusing 
to pay it, have not become sufficiently 
known and understood.* 

* We have inserted in the Appendix the "Brief 

Statement of Reasons for Objecting to the Payment of 

. Tithes," which was issued by the Yearly Meeting of 

London, 1832, and is well worthy the serious attention 

of the reader. 



y Google 



INTEODUCTION. V 

Viewing the solemnization of Marriage by 
priests as an interference unwarranted by- 
Scripture, and opposed to the Spirit of 
christian liberty which the gospel was 
designed to introduce, they have from the 
first rise of the society refused to have recourse 
to them, substituting a plan of their own 
which they conceive more accordant with 
Scripture usage. The result of this con- 
scientious adherence to what they thought 
right, in spite of the inconvenience it might 
subject them to, has been that the legislature 
has accorded to them the privilege of solem- 
nizing their own marriages. 

The same unbending refusal to take Oaths, 
under any circumstances, has also obtained 
for them immunities possessed by no other 
class of christians in the country, while to 
the honor of the Society it should be stated, 
that in no instance has it been known that 
this confidence has been misplaced. The 
Friends consider that no true christian is at 
liberty to disobey the positive injunction of 
his Master, " Swear not at all." 

Indeed the conduct of the Society of Friends 
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Tl INTRODUCTION. 

with respect to those things in which they 
think the laws of man are at variance with 
the laws of God, cannot be too closely imi- 
tated ; and at the present time is particularly 
worthy of attention, as indicating the only 
way in which reformations are properly to be 
eflfected, — ^not by noisy declamation and vitu- 
peration, but by every individual quietly and 
resolutely acting according to his conscience, 
without regarding how his interest may be 
affected, or how unimportant his solitar]^ 
example may be to the general question. 
Had every Quaker, when about to marry, 
satisfied his conscience by protesting against 
the ceremony, they would not now be allowed 
to solemnize marriages in their own chapels; 
and had they taken oaths in courts of justice, 
while they were petitioning government to 
respect their scruples of conscience, Quakers' 
affirmations would not now be legal evidence. 
They believe all War, both offensive and 
defensive, to be unlawful, and resolutely 
decline to support it in any way, either 
directly or indirectly: and though happily 
this scruple does not now occasion them 



y Google 



INTRODUCTION. Vll 

much inconvenience in this country, yet 
amidst the most trying scenes of the Irish 
rebellions and the revolutionary war in Ame- 
rica, it was very rarely indeed that a quaker 
violated this testimony. The annals of the 
Society abound with well authenticated in- 
stances of deliverance in remarkable and 
imminent scenes of peril, and it is most encou- 
raging to contemplate how their conscientious 
adherence to what they conceived to be their 
duty, in the face of danger, was generally made 
the means of their preservation from danger. 
Though but few public converts are made 
to the Society of Friends, it is impossible to 
estimate rightly how far the profession of 
their principles may have influenced the tone 
of moral feeling in other bodies of christians; 
for instance their view of war; — though no 
other society goes to the same length on this 
subject as the Quakers, it is not unreasonable 
to attribute the numerous Peace Societies 
which now exist, both in this country and on 
the American Continent, to the more enlightr 
ened view of it which has been held out by 
them to the consideration of the world. 
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Till INTRODUCTION. 

Their views of the spirituality of die gos- 
pel dispensation, lead them to denounce the 
use of all ceremonial observances, and they 
consider the employment of ministers set 
apart for the service, and preaching at stated 
times ^ equally opposed to it ; but it would 
be very erroneous to suppose that they lightly 
esteem a gospel ministry; indeed they lay 
claim to one of the very highest ordcr-^that 
which is dictated by the immediate influence 
of the Holy Ghost, indiscriminately both to 
men and women ; and this they conceive to be 
the only ministry which can be rightly exer- 
cised in a purely christian church. It is not 
therefore an uninteresting enquiry to ascertain 
what is the practical operation of these prin- 
ciples, and how far they are efficient for 
the edification and instruction of the chutch. 

The following discourses, preached before 
large congregations, it is presumed will assist 
the candid enquirer to form an opinion on 
this important subject, more especially as 
thev were taken down at various times, and 
altogether without the knowledge of the dif- 
ferent ministers. 
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IHTRODUCTION. IX 

Their sanction of the public ministration 
of women seems to follow as the natural con- 
sequence of their views of the nature and 
design of the christian ministry; and the 
editor cannot forbear expressing how forcibly 
he has been struck with the coincidence be* 
twe^i the argument^ brought forward by the 
Society of Friends in support of their prin* 
eiples, and those which have been adduced 
in defence of the extraordinary proceedings 
of the Rev. E. Irving and his disciples, which 
have of late excited so much attention in the 
religious world. I^deed it appears to the 
editor that nearly the whole of the arguments 
which are applied in the one case exclu- 
sively to the gift of prophesying are precisely 
those which are used by the Friends to sup- 
port their opinions on public ministry in 
general. Upon the subject of preaching 
itself, the similarity is too striking to escape 
notice, and in a recent No. (XIII) of the 
Morning Watch, there are passages which 
might as well have been put forth by the 
Yearly Meeting, or Mr. Robert Barclay, as 
by the talented and powerful advocate of 
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X INTRODUCTION. 

the Scottish minister and his doctrines. 

a # # # # 'pjjjg story is valuable on many 
accounts. It proves incontestably a fact 
which has sometimes been disputed, that a 
pure and excellent Gospel can be preached by 
men without the teaching of the Holy Ghost. 
The profession of evangelical religion is as 
successful a road to profit and honor as any 
other ; and where the preacher seeks fame, 
and finds the knowledge of doctrine neces- 
sary to that fame, and desires it for that end, 
there is no reason to doubt that it may be 
supplied by Satan. The power of the human 
intellect, joined to a perception of moral 
beauty in the gospel scheme, may give a 
man great insight into, and ardent love for, 
that scheme, while he remains perfectly 
ignorant, and personally unacquainted with 
its Author. There is no proof whatever to 
be derived from the sermons themselves, that 
the most eloquent preachers, and those who 
have the talent of conveying the greatest 
body of divine knowledge to others, are par- 
takers of the Holy Ghost : they may or they 
may not be ; but we repeat that it is possible 



y Google 



INTRODUCTION. XI 

for a man to have all the eloquence of Mel- 
ville, Armstrong, and M^ Neile combined, 
to put forth in each sermon all the concen- 
trated truths of every branch of Revelation, 
to draw admiring crowds, who shall be all 
edified, or converted to the faith of Christ, 
and yet do all this in and by their natural 
powers alone, unaided by the Holy Ghost, 
and perhaps taught by Satan." — p. 154. 

And again, in speaking of creeds and for- 
mularies of faith: — "I deny that either one 
confession or another hath any thing to do 
with the essence of a preacher, either in 
respect to the conferring of the gift, or to the 
ascertaining that the gift is there. * * * * 
A confession is a mere testimony lifted up by 
the church against the heresies and errors of 
that particular time ; it doth not stamp itself 
as a complete testimony, not to be added to 
or taken from ; it doth not supersede the Holy 
Scriptures, nor present them in an improved 
form; much less is a man made a preacher by 
setting his name to it, nor is a preacher un- 
made by taking his name away from it,'^ p. 106. 
It appears to the writer that prophesying, 



y Google 



XU INTRODUCTIONv 

preaching, and teaching, are by the Friends 
incorrectly classed together in the one oflSce 
of preachings to which they attach all the 
authority given by the Scriptures for the 
regulation of the gift oi prophesying. Thus, 
while the merest common-place exhortation 
may claim all the sanction and authority which 
the Scriptures attach to immediate revelation, 
the most able and luminous exposition of the 
principles and injunctions of the Gospel, may 
fail of receiving the attention it deserves, 
should the diffident speaker gcruple to offer 
it as proceeding from the immediate influence 
of the Holy Spirit, though no doubt whatever 
may be entertained of the purity of the 
motives which dictated it. 

The consequence of these opinions may 
reasonably be imagined; while some well- 
intentioned individuals, of more zeal and 
earnestness, than ability and sound judgment, 
injudiciously take upon themselves the office 
of teacher, preacher, or prophet, the Society 
is in danger of being deprived of the services 
of many pious, and talented, but diffident, 
members, who are withheld by the con- 
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INTRODUCTION. Xlll 

sciousnegs that they cannot arrogate to them- 
selves so high an authority for their services. 
Whatever benefits may be derived from 
the mode of Silent Worship, the writer con- 
ceives that few persons will dissent from his 
opinion, that there is great danger of its 
being highly disadvantageous to the younger 
portions of the Society; to some of whom, 
with slight alteration, the expressive lines of 
Dr. Watts may be too applicable — 
'* For Satan finds some mischief still 
For idle minds to do." 

It may therefore be worth while to enquire 
whether some plan could not be adopted for 
conveying religious knowledge more gene- 
rally to the understandings which might have 
a powerful eflfect in disponing the hea7*t to 
receive the impress of Divine Truth. The 
writer remembers attending two or three Lec- 
tures on the Evidences of Christianity, deliver- 
ed by Mr. J. J. Gurney, to the junior members 
of the Society of Friends, and he will not 
soon forget the interest and avidity with 
which they appeared to receive this novel 
kind of religious instruction. Though it will 
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XIV INTRODUCTION. 

readily be granted by all who know that gen- 
tleman, that such a subject in his hands 
would be more than ordinarily interesting, 
yet it must also be borne in mind, that there 
could be but very little really original in the 
information thus given ; and that of a religi- 
ous body, which contains no individual 
whose religious and general education is not 
provided for by an express rule of the Soci- 
ety, every member should be generally ac- 
quainted with such information as could be 
conveyed in a popular lecture ; and the writer 
has frequently thought that much advantage 
would accrue from the continuance of such Lec- 
tures, or Familiar Conversations, as Mr. Gur- 
ney called them, at stated times. By this means 
a greater degree of theological knowledge 
would be acquired, than, it is believed, is now 
common among the Friends, which would not 
only make them much better members of 
their own religious body, but likewise greatly 
add to their usefulness in the christian world. 
Silent worship and religious meditation at 
regular and stated times, require, in order 
to be profitable, such a rigorous and unceas- 
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INTRODUCTION. XV 

ing control of the imagination as can only be 
obtained by the most regular and severe men- 
tal discipline ; and it appears to the writer 
that it is scarcely possible for a vacant mind ; 
it is therefore especially incumbent on the 
Society to endeavor to awaken a taste for, 
and to supply that kind of knowledge which 
would be likely, in those intervals of silence 
which so often occur, to lead the mind into 
devotional feelings. 

Closely connected with these remarks is 
the neglect of the Scriptures in the public 
meetings of the Society. One of the smallest 
evils attending this, is the inaccuracies which 
the reader will frequently detect in the scrip- 
ture quotations of the following Sermons; 
and the writer would very earnestly press 
upon the attention of the Society the con- 
sideration, whether the reading of the Scrip- 
tures at the commencement of worship would 
not have a powerful tendency to induce a 
profitable train of meditation ; for is it not 
too much to suppose that the mind which 
has been engaged up to the moment of cross^ 
ing the threshold of the place of worship, on 
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XVI INTRODUCTION. 

worldly objects, shall be able instantaneously 
to change the current of its thoughts into 
that which is required by the occasion ? It 
may be said that this practice is improper, and 
that the thoughts should be as much as pos- 
sible collected from outward objects for some 
time previous : this is tjnie, and it is freely 
adnutted that there are many who do this ; 
but is it not the legitimate object of a reli* 
gious Society by its constitution and disci- 
pline to strengthen its weak, and reclaim its 
erring members ? And is there not a radical 
defect in any religious system which does 
not ensure a knowledge of the bible to all its 
members ? It may be said that the perusal 
of the bible is strenuously recommended both 
to families and individuals, not only in the 
rules which are regularly read at stated 
periods in the meetings for discipline, but 
also in the Yearly Meeting Epistles : true, 
but these recommendations may be neglected ; 
and it is not impossible to suppose the case 
of a person, situated in a family unconcerned 
about religion, who does not read it for him- 
self. Now as a member of the Society of 
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Friends he would remain in his ignorancCj 
an evil which he could not labor under in 
any other protestant place of worship.* 

The editor hopes that these few observa- 
tions will be read in the same spirit of kindly 
feeling in which they are written : he has 
had much intercourse with the Society during 
a period of thirty years, and his most esteemed 
and valued friends are amongst its members. 
For the little work now oflfered to the public, 
no apology can be necessary, for the time is 
fast approaching when the question will be 
put in a shape which will admit no delays— 
whether the preaching of the gospel neces- 
sarily requires the cumbrous appendages 
of wealth and worldly honors which are now 
attached to it ? and at that time the example 
of the Quakers will be narrowly looked into 
to ascertain how far their system is capable 
of general application. 

* Mr. Luke Howard, the author of a work on th* 
Atmosphere, and an established preacher, did attempt 
to read the bible and explain it in one of the Society 
chapels ; but the opposition raised against this public 
use of the sacred volume was so strong and decided, 
that he desisted from the attempt. 
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The accuracy of the following Sermons 
may be relied on, as they were taken down 
by a professional gentleman at the time of 
delivery. It is scarcely necessary to add, 
that the preachers whose names appear in the 
work are no parties to the publication ; but 
though neither the Sermons nor the slight 
Biographical Sketches with which they are 
accompanied, have been submitted to their 
notice, it is believed the latter are substan- 
tially correct : should however any slight 
inaccuracy have occurred, the editor will be 
happy to receive any authenticated correction 
in a subsequent edition, should it be called 
for. 
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SERMON I. 



WILLIAM ALLEN, Esq.* 

Those words of the Redeemer in his address to 
his Father, just before he made the propitiatory 
sacrifice, have been brought before the view of my 
mind; "This is life eternal, to know thee, the 

• W. Allen, Esq. M.D. F.R.S. is the son of a Spitalfields 
manafacturer ; in his father*s dye-house, it is said, Mr. Allen 
first shewed signs of that taste for chemical knowledge which 
has since added so mach to his fame. After a time he was 
engaged as assistant in the lucrative business of chemist, &c. in 
Plongh-Court, Lombard-Street ; and during his leisure hours, is 
said to have applied himself diligently to study, his education 
being originally very defective. From an assistant he became a 
partner, and then a proprietor in the concern, which is still 
carried on by him and his partners. 

He was for some years lecturer on chemistry at Guy's Hospital, 
where he is said to Iiave given great satisfaction. 

About the year 1819, Mr. Allen travelled as companion to 
Mr. S. Grellet, a Frenchman, and preacher in the Society, who 
obtained liberty to visit Norway, Sweden, Russia, Greece, 
Italy, and Germany, &c. 

Before this journey Mr. Allen was not a preacher ; but after 
his return frequently addressed the congregations of the Society, 
and became an admitted minister. 

Mr. Allen is well known for the interest he takes in benevolent 
B 
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2 WILLIAM ALLEN, ESQ. 

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hasi 
sent." In comparison with this knowledge, all 
other knowledge is lighter than vanity; and it 
ought to be the great object of our lives, to endea- 
vor to obtain the true knowledge of God, and of 
his Christ, because there is no name given under 
heaven, or among men, whereby we must be 
saved, but the name of Jesus ; and no one can 
know him, or the Father, or savingly believe, but 
through yielding to the operations of that measure 
of grace which is given to every one of us to profit 
withal. It is not in the power of man to soften 
and contrite his own heart, for this can only be 
effected by the operation of divine grace ; and. 
Oh! how is the Lord calling, sensibly calling 
upon many individuals; how is he influencing 
their minds, by the drawing and attracting power 
of his love. Now, as this is believed in, that it 
cometh fi*om him; as it is embraced and followed, 
coming from the cause of all certainty, it will lead 
into all truth. And, Oh! how would this people 
have been as a " city set on a hill, that could not 
be hid ;" how would they have been instrumental 

institutions, particularly in general education; and he has also an 
establishment for bettering the condition of the poor, at Lindfield, 
in Sussex; and superintends the publication of a monthlj period- 
ical, entitled the " Philanthropic Gazette,** which is printed by 
the inmates of the establishment. 

Mr. Allen resides >it Stoke Newington, and frequently preaches 
at White Hart Court Chapel, in Gracechurch-Street. 
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WILLIAM ALLEN, ESQ. 3 

in promoting the advancement of the kingdom of 
the Redeemer, if they bad remained faithful to 
the Lord and to his testimony ; if they had faith- 
fully supported those testimonies that were given 
to ^ur worthy predecessors to bear : but, ah ! 
when the time of persecution ceased, when the 
day of ease succeeded to days of trial, then the 
love of many waxed cold; then the glory gradually 
departed. But 1 believe, fidends, though it may 
be removed as to the threshold, or to the moun- 
tains, yet the shout is still amongst us, and there 
is preserved to this day a remnant, unto whom 
the law and the testimony is precious. My soul 
j^ahites these in the bond of christian love and of 
iellowship ; these dear, tender minds, in whom 
the divine Master is even now working. He has 
laid his hand upon one here, and another there, 
whom he designs to raise up and qualify for his 
work and service- Oh, that these may be faith- 
ful ; faithful to the day of small things ; faithful 
to the manifestations of truth. May these take up 
the cross — iK)t be ashamed of their Master, but 
take up their cross, and follow him, then he will 
make them useful in his church and family. For 
I believe that tliis precious principle, which has 
been given to this peojde to hold up, even the 
belief in the inward appearance of the Saviour, in 
the secret of the soul, by his good Spirit and 
in&ueBce, that this principle will spread move 
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aiid more ; and it is even spreading in the present 
day; for there are those beyond the pale of this 
Society, who hear and love the principle, who 
love the dear Master, and who are waiting to feel 
his inward appearance, and his communication to 
their souls. Oh ! some of these, though they adopt 
not our peculiar habits, may put some of us to the 
blush, by their zeal, by their self-denial. Oh! 
my friends, let us beware of the stratagems of the 
enemy, and of that by which, especially with 
many of the dear yoimg people, he is even putting 
on the appearance of an angel of light, that he 
might, if possible, deceive even those who have 
had the knowledge of the truth: but if these 
endeavor to follow out the drawings of their hea- 
venly Father's love, and cultivate it, and endea- 
vor to live under its influence, then, in the might 
of their dear Master, they will triumph over the 
enemy of their souls ; in his light, in the light of 
the Lord, they will see all his stratagems, and all 
his workings, and every gin and snare that he 
may lay for them, defeated. Ah, these precious 
plants, whereto they have already attained, may 
they walk by the same rule, may they mind the 
same thing. Be not, dear young people, con- 
formed to this world ; seek not to please it by a 
conformity which will cost you your precious and 
invaluable peace; ^^be not conformed to this 
world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
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your mind, that ye may prove and know what is 
the good, and acceptable will of God concerning* 
you," this will be made abundantly plain to the 
humble soul. 

**Thy kingdom come;" this part of the prayer 
of our Redeemer, has also been brought before 
the view of my mind ; how much is contained in 
these words addressed to his Father! Now this 
is a wish, that he may come to rule, and to reign, 
and to save — ^to save you as a people ; and you 
who can adopt this prayer in sincerity, happy are 
ye ; happy are they who are disposed to give up 
all that is of the creature, all that is of themselves, 
that he might rule, and that he might reign ; and 
they can say in sincerity, " thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven." Oh, this coming of 
the kingdom of the Redeemer, prophesied of by 
the prophets, will be accomplished ; it is certain, 
and it is coming; and unto all those who are 
following the dear Master in the way of his lead- 
ing, unto them his kingdom is already come — his 
kingdom of righteousness, of peace, and of joy in 
the Holy Ghost. Now this is already come to 
many individuals; and, oh, that they might be 
multiplied. Oh, that they might be increased, 
and that the kingdoms of this world would become 
the kingdoms of God and of his Christ : then 
there would be an end of all wars, and of all blood- 
shed, and of alt oppression ; they would all come 
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to an end, as the kingdom of the Redeemer mord 
and more prevailed; and all those who are seeking 
to promote it, they are, in their measure, tending 
to hasten the day, when the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the kingdoms of God and of 
his Christ 
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SERMON II. 



Mr. JAMES BACKHOUSE.* 

1 CAME to this meeting, my friends, under a deep 
sense of disinclination to open my mouth; but 

* Mr. James 6ackhoQse> Nur8er3rman) of York, is a preacher 
of considerable energy. This gentleman having for se?eral years 
believed it his daty to go on a mission, as a preacher, to New 
South Wales, obtained the consent of the Society, and after some 
difficulty in finding him a companion, the Society being averse 
to their missionaries travelling alone, left England with Mr. 
George Walker, of Newcastle, in the summer of 1831. Mr» 
Backhouse and his companion took out with them a large selec- 
tion of the tracts issued by the British and Foreign Temperance 
Society, and it appears from the South African Commercial 
Advertiser, that on their arrival at Cape Town, a public meeting 
was held, which was most numerously and respectably attended ; 
Messrs. Backhouse and Walker gave a detail of the proceedings 
of the Society at home, and of what had been effected by its instru'- 
mentality in this country end America, which appeared to make 
a deep impression on the minds ef those present, and at the close 
of the meeting a committee was Appointed and empowered to 
organize a Temperance Society for Cape Town and its neigh- 
borhood. It 18 understood that Mis Backhouse wished to have sailed 
out in a convict ship, haying a great desire to preach to these 
outcasts from scciety, but was unable to obtain permission. 

The Society of Friends have hitherto doneHttle in the missioB- 
ary cause -, tomj this prove « good conmeacement. 
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8 MR. JAMES BACKHOUSE. 

notwithstanding this was the case, my mind has 
been brought under such feelings as have occa- 
sioned me to apprehend that I should not be doing 
right in keeping silence. I have felt a deep sense 
of the importance of our coming together with our 
minds properly impressed with the object of our 
so doing ; this has filled my mind with an earnest 
desire that we may increasingly, when we assemble 
before the Lord, assemble before him in a state of 
deep humiliation of soul ; that there may be a 
willingness in our hearts to see ourselves as he 
would have us to see oiurselves ; that we may be 
willing to understand our errors as he is willing to 
show them unto us by the teachings of his Holy 
Spirit ; and that we may be brought under feelings 
of humiliation because thereof; and also under a 
deep sense of our weakness and of our inability, in 
our own strength, to worship God acceptably, in 
spirit and in truth ; and to walk before him from 
day to day in that way which is well pleasing in 
his sight; and that under a deep sense of these 
things, we may draw nigh to him, and trust in him 
in that way which is set forth unto us, in and 
through our Holy Redeemer ; — that we may pour 
out our petitions unto him in the name of Jesus, 
for that help and strength which we feel we stand 
in need of, and I believe the more we are exercised 
in this manner — ^not only when we meet for the 
avowed purpose of worshipping Almighty God — 
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but the more we are thus exercised in our private 
retirements, and are often engaged in searchings 
of heart before the Lord, when our hands are 
engaged about our lawful business, the more I 
believe we shall be preserved growing in grace and 
in the saving knowledge of God, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ; yea, the more we feel of our own 
weakness and unworthiness, the more we shall be 
prepared to appreciate the privilege of coming unto 
the Father, in the name of his beloved Son ; and 
the more we are thus exercised, the more we shall 
grow in the love and fear of God, and also in the 
love of our neighbor, and in that spirit which, 
being deeply sensible of its own infirmities and its 
many haltings and backslidings, is disposed to look 
with charity upon the failings of others, and to 
labor with them in the spirit of love and meekness, 
that they may be rescued from under the power of 
the enemy, and brought under the power of the 
cross of Christ ; and the more we are thus brought 
into this spirit, the more our lights will shine before 
men, so that they will be constrained to glorify 
God, even on our account. 
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Mr. J. BACKHOUSE. 

Not knowing that I may have another opportu- 
nity, I think it right for me to express a little 
matter before this company separates : it is the 
earnest desire that I feel, that we, as a religious 
society, may not be neglectful to make a right use 
of the means put within our power for our edifi- 
cation. I believe it is the design of our heavenly 
Father that we should feel how much influence the 
things which sunround us have upon us, and how 
apt they are to draw away our attention from the 
things which belong to life and salvation. When 
we consider this, I believe we may say that we 
have great need to be diligent in the use of those 
means which are put within our reach, and 1 have 
no doubt that many among us, perhaps most among 
us, are in the use of these in some degree or other. 
And among these means I would enumerate the 
practice of assembling day by day with our fami- 
lies, for the purpose of reading the holy scriptures, 
and the practice also of making pauses at our 
meals in order that we may give God thanks, and 
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of retiring in private for the purpose of meditating 
before the Lord and pouring out our petitions unto 
him. But a fear has often possessed my mind lest 
the enemy of all good should draw us into forma- 
lity in these things ; should draw us into a state 
of self satisfaction in doing them, while we may 
be neglecting the spirit in which they ought to 
be done : while 1 earnestly desire that we may be 
liligent in the practice of reading the holy scrip- 
lure with our families, and not neglecting to have 
,)ur servants with us, for their souls require care as 
.veil as our own, and when they are placed in our 
louses, we are answerable before God for the 
charge we have in them, as well as for those that 
are our immediate relatives, whether children or 
others; and the earnest desire of my heart is, that 
on these occasions, as well as on occasion of our 
making pauses before and after our meals (and I 
believe we cannot be too frequent in this practicev 
at all our meals) that our hearts may be gathered 
before the Lord till we come at a feeling of his 
presence, and some ability to acknowledge his 
mercies ; for though he may for purposes of his 
own wisdom see meet to withdraw from us any 
sense of his presence, it is not his design that we 
should be satisfied when this is the case, but rather 
that it should be a cause of deep self examination 
and deep searching of soul, and that we should 
not by any means feel ourselves comfortable till we 
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feel the lifting up of the light of his presence 
among us, either at these times or in those of our 
solemn meetings, as those of the Lord's poor to 
whom the blessing appertains. When he with- 
draws his sensible presence from them, ihey are 
those that hunger and thirst after its return, 
and cannot be satisfied without it, and are widely 
distinguished from those who are contenting them- 
selves in a state of desolation and barrenness of 
spirit, who are not living to the Lord as they ought, 
and not caring for their own souls ; now the more 
we receive the injunction of the blessed Redeemer, 
"and thou when thou prayest enter into thy closet 
and shut thy doors about thee," in a literal as well 
as a spiritual sense, the more we are thus exercised 
before the Lord, the more we shall feel him to be 
with us, and the more the world shall be kept out 
of our hearts, and the world under our feet, to our 
own peace, and the glory of the liOrd. 
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Mb. RICHARD BARRETT.* 

Truly it is meet for us to give thanks for mercies 
past, and mercies promised; but oh ! my firiends, 
let us take care that our thanks be given not only 
in words, but in deeds also. It is true, many 
changes have taken place among us ; many have 
been taken, but in the Lord's matchless mercy 
we are still left; many have been removed, and 
can we doubt that many more now numbered 
among the living, will soon be among the 
dead? We are left to prepare for this event, 
we are still called of God by Jesus Christ, our 
holy Redeemer; and if called, do we not believe 
that we are put individually into a capacity of 
becoming chosen by him, and prepared and jfitted 

* This gentlemaa caniM on the trade of Iron and Brasi 
Founder in oonjunction with his hrothers, in Beech Street, 
London. He has heen many years a preacher in the Society, and 
has travelled to preach the Gospel inTarious parts of the North and 
West ci England. Mr. Barrett is also a warm Mend and supporter 
of the Temperanoe Society. Mr. Barrett usually attends the 
Chapel in St. John Street, where he frequently takes part in the 
public seryices* 
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for that event which has overtaken so many of our 
brethren and sisters; have there not been removed 
from us of every class during the present year, and 
is there now any situation that gives exemption for 
another year; then whilst we are continuing to 
hear the Lord's call, let us endeavour to be found 
instant in prayer and supplication, and in giving 
thanks not only by words, but by deeds also; that 
we may be strengthened to become obedient unto 
that call which we have heard, and which we 
continue, in infinite love, and in matchless mercy, 
still to bear; but I have been earnestly desirous 
that our minds may become more and more deeply 
impressed with what it is that we are called from; 
from the gi-atification of self, unto self denial; we 
are called from the love of sin, to the love of God 
with all our hearts, with all our souls, with all our 
strength, with all our mind. Oh! let us bring 
ourselves day by day to tl^e test of this considera- 
tions—what is the nature of my obedience to that 
call which I know to be from the liord, and which, 
if I am obedient unto, I shall become chosen of 
him, through his Son Jesus Christ. We have 
been called, and who is there who is not continuing 
to feel, deeply to feel, that power which would 
bring unto God, which would bring into his 
acceptance, which would bring us, in a word, to 
become new creatures — ^intothat state, which is 
availing and acceptable in the sight of God. Oh 
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friends ! our time is short, therefore let us be dili- 
gent, not only in hearing, but in obeying ; let us 
bow the neck in humble submission unto him who 
is worthy to be served with our bodies and spirits, 
as they are his, let us come unto him day by day, 
with that which he is calling for at our hands. 
Oh ! how Utile, how insignificant, how trifling are 
the things we have to offer, and which are required 
at our hands, compared with that which is inclu- 
ded in the gift of being chosen of God, and being 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ Jesus our 
Redeemer : the Lord hath called and he is conti- 
nually calling, but oh ! how sensible some of us 
feel that we have not long answered his call, we 
have not been obedient to the demands of his 
word, not walked in the direction of his counsels, 
butTie is still calling. Come imto me and be ye 
saved ; he is still calling us, many have been taken, 
we in matchless mercy have been spared. Oh ! 
that the mercy of God imto our souls may answer 
the purpose of its design, which if it does not do, 
ii will be our own fault 
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Mj88 SLI^ABBTH DUDLIY.* 

"The Lord direct your hearts into the love of God 
and into the patient waiting for Christ^" Very pre-^ 
cious is the apostle's language to my mind at the 
present season, as containing, as it appears to me, 
the very essence of what should be our desire, as 
individuals and a collective body thus met and 
assembled together, for the solemn purpose of 
divine worship, a duty which we are of ourselves 
altogether unequal to perform; but, for which, 
strength is promised and will be most assuredly 
granted unto the humble, the waiting, the believing, 

^ Tb« daagbtor of Robert and Mwy Dudley, of Ckmmel, in 
Ireland, has been several years a Preacher pnd used frequently 
to be the companion of her mother , the late Mrs. Mary Dudley, 
who was originally a Methodist, and an acquaintance of the cele- 
brated John Wesley. Miss £. Dudley is the Editor of the Life 
of her mother, in which she has displayed considerable talent. 
She is the sister of Mr. Cbarles Dudley, so well known as the 
active agent of the British and Foreign Bible Society. This Lady 
has travelled extensively as a preacher in England and Scotland ; 
when at home she resides at Peclcham, in Surrey, and frequently 
tf^ps piMt iq tl^e publip s^^vi^es in the phiipel i^t that plii«e. 
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and pbedient souL Would to God that we xnight 
^aeh be of this number at %he present timea ^t 
with one hei^rt and with one mind we might be 
prepared to salute one another, whether it may be 
secretly or on the part of renewedly quali^ed 
instruments, in this language, ^^the l4ad direct 
jroiir ^eiurts into the love of God, and intp the patient 
waiting for Chrisf In this state, my dearly 
be^ved friends, brethren, and sisters, whom I 
behold with feelings of strong afiecticm and solici- 
tude mi thankfulness to God ; in this state we 
shall be best qualified to receive heavenly instruc- 
tion, to derive benefit team whatever may be the 
dealings of impenetrable unerring wisdom with 
us, as it regards those ministrations which are in 
the hand of the great and glorious head of the 
militant and of the triumphant church, who meteth 
out his blessings and favors as he pleaseth, and 
who instructs either immediately or instrumentaljy 
in accordance with that impenetrable and unerring 
wisdom, which he, our blessed Lord and Redeemer, 
is made unto his humble dependant followers ; to 
whom Christ is made wisdom, righteousness, sanc- 
tlfication, and redemption. He has been made 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemp- 
tion, unto many whom we have loved and known, 
who are now taken fi-om the militant, and joined 
everlastingly unto the triiunphant church, where, 

beholding his face and partaking his glory, they 
C2 
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are receiving the consummation of their faith and 
the fruition of their hope, wherein they travelled 
through the wilderness of this world, experiencing 
support, consolation, and aid from him, who lead- 
eth safely through the wilderness those who are 
happily disposed to follow his guidance, to submit 
to the restraints of his holy law, and to refrain 
from choosing, refusing, willing or running, so as 
to injure in any degree that precious rest which is 
the consequence of ceasing from our own works, 
and submitting to the leading, teaching, and direc- 
tion of Him, who does undertake for them that fear 
him ; who leadeth safely amidst the troubles, the 
vicissitudes, and cares of this transitory Hfe, and 
unto that city of habitation where none of the inha- 
bitants any longer say they are sick ; where the 
people who dwell there are forgiven their iniqui- 
ties. Ah ! my friends, is it not well for us fre- 
quently to contemplate this blessed and permanent 
condition ? it is no less our privilege and our 
interest than our bounden duty so to do; to attend 
to the concerns of time with reference to a never- 
ending eternity ; to keep in view amidst our mor- 
tal engagements, and those pursuits and objects 
which it is right and consistent should have a due 
portion of our time and care; to keep in view 
that eternal inheritance, to remember that we are 
but strangers and pilgrims upon the earth, and 
that we glorify our God and Saviour in proportion 
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as there is a giving evidence in all that we do, in 
all that we say, and in the manner of conducting 
all our temporal concerns, that we seek a city^ 
that we are mindful of that better country where 
our home is, where are our dearest possessions, 
and where many of us have cause to bless and 
praise God, for having interests that are calculated 
to strengthen our hopes and to quicken our dili-* 
gence in seeking to make our calling and our elec^ 
tion sure before we also go hence; that so instead 
of viewing death with gloomy feelings, instead of 
turning from the subject as that which would 
interrupt present enjojonent and disqualify for the 
necessary objects and concerns of this life, it may 
be kept in view as that which is the end of our 
being, even the day for which all other days were 
made, and that the blessing will be pronounced 
with respect to all those who follow in the path 
of such as through faith inherit the promises, who 
are keeping an eye to the recompence of rew^urd, 
whilst they are sensible that it is indeed of the free 
and unmerited mercy of God in Christ Jesus, that 
the reward promised to the righteous will be given. 
That we have nothing in and of ourselves but 
undeservings, shortcomings, deficiencies, frailties, 
and manifold infirmities, but are influenced to look 
from these and look steadily unto him who will 
give the victory, whether it be in a gradual or a 
more rapid way to all who are seeking to make a 
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safe and steady progress in the way of rigbte^us- 
ness and peace. And we are not to dwell upon a 
sense of our deficiencies and frailties, so as to dis- 
qualify us for using the strength that is fireely 
offered, and which is increased like every other 
gift and blessing of divine favor and love by use, 
by diligent cultivation, by looking for strength to 
be renewed, even unto Jesus the author and finisher 
of our fiuth, through whom we shall be made more 
than conquerors, if we are happily disposed to 
make use of the weapons that are fteelj offered for 
our acceptance, and in the same way which has 
led so many sons and daughters to glory. If we 
thus follow on to know, to love, and to serve the 
Lord, if this be happily our experience it will be 
applicable with respect unto each of us as it has 
been with regard^to many, that better is the day of 
death than the day of life. Better indeed is an 
entrance into joy, rest, and peace, than a coQtinu- 
ance in warfare amidst vicissitudes, troubles, and 
cares ; yet whilst our Lord is pleased to lengthen 
out the thread of lifi?, and whilst we are all spared 
for the purpose of his glory in order that we should, 
live in his fear, love, and favor, and be pr^ared to 
glorify him, whether it be by life or by death, 
the great point is for us to know our hearts to be 
directed into his love ; that love which has been so 
abundantly displayed towards us ; that love which 
brought the dear Son of God from the bosom of 
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ey^lastuig gloiy, to lead a ftufleiiiig life, to die a 
painful and ignomimous death, to pay tbe price of 
transgression, and to make atonement for the sins 
of a lost and fallen world, and not Qnly so but to 
(^)eB &e way to hea^tn and happiness which wm 
lost in and by the fall. He led captivity captive, he 
hath asceaaided up on high, and purchased gifts for 
men> even lor the rebellious also that the hmi God 
might dwell among them. Here is a most blessed 
and gospel privilege, my beloved friends; unto yiia 
we are invited to aim, for this we are enjoined to 
pray for the experience of such uni^akable bless^ 
ings ; and is it not as much our interest as our 
duty not only to pray, but diligently to se^dc for 
them ? Let us then on the present occasion, and 
under a renewed sense of the goodness, and mercy, 
and long sufTering of the Lord towards us, seek 
and pray that we may experience them. Bui are 
there not in this company those who have great 
occasion to look back upon the year which is now 
abQut to close, with a thankful commemoration of 
the Lord's goodness and mercy vouchsafed to them 
j)B the supplies he hath granted, and the hs^piness 
and blessings he hath bestowed; and is it not 
well to yield to considerations and reflections of 
this kind, and to remember him who has been 
gracious and merciful to us, and to seek to renew 
our acquaintance with the pure and purifying 
principles of grace and truth, which have come by 
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Jesus Christy which are so freely bestowed, and 
which, if used, would be more abundantly be- 
stowed, for the Lord hath received gifts for men, 
even for the rebellious also, that 'the Lord God 
might dwell among them. Oh ! what a claim is 
this on our gratitude, what a cause for unfeigned 
thanksgiving, and what an occasion humbly to 
bow in deep self abasement under a sense and an 
acknowledgment, Ihat whilst that mercy and love 
have been so freely extended towards us, many of 
us are yet among the rebellious, are yet unwilling 
to bend, are yet flinching from the terms pre- 
scribed, are desiring another and an easier way 
unto the kingdom than the way of the cross and 
the path of self denial. But, my friends, let us 
remember there will be no change ; we are under 
the last and lasting dispensation of God unto man- 
kind ; therefore if we refuse to hear Him, who 
having spoken on earth now speaks from heaven, 
how shall we escape, and whither shall we look 
or fly in the season of extremity, in the moment 
when all this world bestows, could it be ours, would 
fail either to afibrd support or grant any thing lik« 
enjoyment ; surely then, whilst the love of God in 
Christ Jesus is thus extended, and whilst we are 
continued in a state of probation, whilst we may 
yet pray, whilst we may yet watch, and whilst we 
may earnestly strive, oh ! let us be alive to the 
importance of not delaying the all-important work; 
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let us be awaxe of the iDfinite moment of impror- 
ing the opportunities, privileges, and favors yet 
extended to us, and whilst the time is indeed 
swiftly passing, and whilst we can many of us 
look back upon the past year almost as a moment, 
so quickly has it fled away, so rapid has been its 
course, yet let us remember that a considerable 
period, and it may be a very lai'ge prop(»rtion of 
the term allotted to us is passed away, and that 
which is passed is passed for ever; time which is 
gone cannot be recalled. And what is our future, 
verily nothing, the present time is all that is ours ; 
let us then be of the number of the wise; let us 
know, when we may have the rod extended upon 
us or shaken as it were around us, let us know the 
rod and him that hath appointed it; let us not 
despise the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when 
we are rebuked of him, but receive the rebukes of 
his Holy Spirit as proofs of his love and mercy, 
and as evidences that he hath not ceased to strive 
with us, that he is still in effect uttering the lan- 
guage. Why will ye die ! Ah ! verily, if we die 
we shall have our death on our own head, our 
destruction will be of ourselves ; for what hath not 
the Lord done, hath he not indeed spoken in 
mercy, and hath he not also again and again 
uttered his voice in judgment ? Oh ! that his mer- 
cies and his judgments, which are alike proofs of 
fatherly regard, infinite compassion, and forbear- 
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ing love, may have the effect designed, and may 
draw as to himself that we may know the blessed 
consequences of that great atoning sacrifice, and of 
the purchase of those gifts which are bestowed even 
upon the rebellious that the Lord God may dwell 
among us, that we may know the full benefits and 
blessings of that which is described as the new 
covenant dispensation, or as a most blessed part 
and consequence of it. " I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them, and they shall be my people and I 
win be their God." 



y Google 



SERMON VI. 



Mks. ELIZABETH FRY.* 

Abe there not many here present whose desires 
are raised up to the living God, and to his king- 
dom of everlasting rest and peace, who are ready 
to adopt this language, " Oh Lord revive thy work 
in the midst of the years?" and are there not 
among you some of the bowed down, of the broken 
hearted, some who have many trials of faith and 
of patience, some of those conflicts which are much 
hidden from the eye of man ? Oh ! my friends, 
remember that we have to deal with a compas- 
sionate Father, who pitieth his children, who 

♦ Th« daughter of the late John Gurnej, Esq. of Norwich, 
Banker, is the wife of Mr. Joseph Fry, of Flaistow, in Essex. 
This ladj has been many jears a preacher, and has travelled in 
that capacity in England and Ireland ; some account of her visit 
to Ireland with her brother, Mr. J. J. Gumer, has been pub- 
lished. This ladj is well known for her benevolence and atten- 
tion to the unfortunate inmates of Newgate prison, in London ; 
and perhaps may deserve the credit of inducing the preachers of 
the Society to take a more active part in benevolent institutions 
than was formerly the custom. Mrs. Fry usually attends the 
chapel at Flaistow, and frequently takes part in the public 
services. 
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knoweth our frame, who remembereth that we are 
dust, who seeth us not as man seeth, who judgeth 
not according^to the appearance, but according to 
the heart. Oh ! my friends, whatever be the trials 
of your faith and of your patience, I sympathize 
with you ; I desire that you may be upheld, that 
you may be strengthened, that you may find the 
grace of your Lord to be sufficient for you ; and if 
we poor frail, feeble, unworthy mortals can feel as 
we do at seasons one for another, oh, what conso^ 
lation is it to remember, that he who is infinite in 
mercy, infinite in love, and infinite in power also, 
feels for us ; we have a great High Priest who is 
touched with the sense of our infirmities. Oh, my 
friends, however any of you may be cast down for 
a season, however you may not now know any 
peace, oh, trust in the Lord and stay yourselves on 
your God, for his tender mercies are over all his 
works. Oh, remember, that the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered ; remember that not a spar* 
row falls to the ground without him, and you are 
of much more value than many sparrows. Were 
not these expressions made use of by our blessed 
Lord for the encouragement of his poor little ten- 
der ones, those who are brought very low before 
him ? How consoling is it to remember that there is 
no desire however feeble after himself but he regards 
it, he is willing to strengthen it, and it rises before 
bim even as a pure and an acceptable sacrifice ; 



y Google 



MRS. ELIZABETH FRY. 27 

therefore ye humble, broken-hearted, contrite, and 
afflicted ones, lift up your heads and put your trust 
in him who suffered for you, who was despised and 
rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief. Oh, how did he bear our sorrows . 
what an encouragement is it for us to remember 
this in all our tribulations, of whatever nature they 
may be, that the Lord can make all our trials, as 
well as all our blessings, work together for our good. 
Oh« may the language of our hearts increasingly 
be unto the Lord, " that which I know not, teach 
thou me ; if I have done iniquity, I will do so no 
more." Oh, may we be strengthened to walk 
closer with God, to cleave very close unto him in 
spirit, to follow the Lamb our Saviour whither- 
soever he leadeth us, to make it the first business 
of our lives to be conformed to his will and to live 
to his glory, then, whether we pass through heights 
or depths, whether prosperity or adversity be our 
portion, though our years pass away as a tale that 
is told, the blessing of the Most High will rest upon 
us, and through his \mbounded love, and through 
his unmerited mercy in Christ Jesus, we may indeed 
humbly trust that when this passing scene is closed 
to ourview, an entrance will be granted unto us,eveu 
abundantly ministered imto us, into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Indeed it is well for us, my friends, to enquire, 
"What owest thou unto thy Lord?" Ah, dcai- 
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friendg, is it not well for us to do this when we 
reflect on what he hath done for us, even He who 
was woimded for our transgressions, who was 
bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement of our 
peace, we may remember, was on him, and^by his 
stripes we are healed. It is well for us to remem- 
ber what he hath been from time to time doing for 
us in the visitations of his love unto our souls ; 
how often have the proofs of his love been extended 
towards us to gather us and to keep us within his 
sacred enclosure, even the revelation of the will of 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord, our hope of 
glory. Oh, then, seeing, my brethren and sisters, 
that the work is a progressive one, the enquiry 
arose in the secret of my heart, is our salvation 
nearer than when we first believed } what do wc 
owe unto the Lord ? what can we rightly perform 
that he may be pleased to receive at our hands ? 
and the language of the Psalmist came before the 
view of my mind with renewed instruction, whilst 
I have been led to believe that he, the Lord 
Almighty who dwelleth on high, is calling upon us 
to go forward, to look not behind, to tarry not in 
all the plain : " Who shall ascend into the hill of 
the Lord, and who shall stand in his holy place ? 
he that hath clean hands and a pure heart, who hath 
not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceit- 
fully ; he shall receive the blessing from the Lord, 
and righteousness from the God of his salvation." 
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Mrs. SARAH GRUBB.* 

God hath had a church upon earth in every age, 
and he hath cared for his church, and distinguished 
it by his favors and privileges which he hath 

* Mrs. Sarah Grubb, the daughter of Mr. Richard Lines, was 
bom in London, and received her education mt Islington. At a 
very early age she considered it her duty to preach, and addressed 
her school fellows on leaving school. After quitting school, Miss 
Lines went to live as servant or companion in the family of 
Mr. Jonathan Grabb, at Clonmel, in Ireland ; and while residing 
in this family was regularly admitted by the Society as one of 
their preachers. When about 19 years of age she returned to 
London, and obtained leave to travel as a preacher, and went into 
the North of England ; on this journey while at Doncaster, she 
conceived it to be her duty to preach in the market place on a 
market day ; but being then very yonng, and reluctant to such 
very public service, she hesitated, and soon became very ill and 
lost the use of her limbs ; on her friends visiting her, she told 
them that she believed the illness to arise from disobedience to 
the Divine Will. Having become convinced of the sinfulness of 
her disobedience, and willing to do what she believed was 
required of her, she soon recovered, and preached from the corn 
sacks in the market, and it wr.s believed much to the edification 
of her auditory. 
For about three years she was busily engaged in travelling to 
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bestowed upon it, and he hath made his church sL 
light unto surrounding people, which hath said 
even in the loud language of example, ^^ Come 
taste and see that the Lord is good.^ And in this 
day those who are of the church of Christ upon 
earth, in unison with the holy Spirit of God, do 
invite others to come unto God by Christ the living 
way, "The Spirit saiih come, and the bride which 
is the LamVs wife saith come, and all that will 
come^ let them come and drink of the water of life 
freely;" this is the language of the spirit of God, 

visit the Meetings in her societj, and holding public services for 
others; daring this period from exposure to the weather in 
travelling she became very deaf. 

By the assistance of her friends, she was established with her 
sister in a preparatory school at Stepney, near London ; but the 
care of this school rested chiefly on her sister, as Miss Sarah Lines 
was rarely at home many months together, being very much 
occupied as a preacher in visiting various meetings. 

When she was about 28 years of age, she was married to Mr. 
John Grubb, son of Mr. Jonathan Giubb, in whose service she 
had formerly lived in Ireland. It is related of her, that on the 
day she was married, her mind was so much occupied with her 
duty as a preacher, that she left her seat by the side of Mr. Grubb, 
and ascended the raised seat generally used by the preachers, and 
when she had finished preaching sat down there, leaving Mr. Grubb 
alone, until a gentleman intimated to her that she should return 
to her partner that they might join hands and be married. 

Since her marriage, Mrs. Grubb has resided with her husband 
in various parts of England, and has been much engaged as a 
preacher ; her present residence is at Stoke Newington, where 
when at home she commonly attends the new Chapel at that place. 
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tod it is the langua^ of the people of God too. 
O that we were found as a people more richly 
qualified thus to invite others to come and join 
themselves unto him who is a covenant keeping 
God ; O that we were found more in a capacity 
than we are, of manifesting that God's people 
are united to him in the everlasting covenant of his 
light, his life, and his love ; but if I am not mis- 
taken we are much without this qualification and 
capacity, it is depsurted fi*om us in no inconsiderable 
degree, and it seems to behove me to confess that 
my soul hath been introduced renewedly at this 
season, into sorrow before the Lord, because I have 
fully believed that his anger is kindled against us; 
and the language that is in my mind to declare at this 
time is, ^^ How haih the Lord covered the daughter 
of Zion with a cloud in his anger,*' how is the sun 
of righteousness withdrawn; how greatly is it 
obscured; what a cloud is over us in this day* 
O how dense it is, and how hath it spread itself} 
the light and the love of God that was eminently 
with us once, alas, where is it? wh^e is it? We 
sometimes through the unmerited mercy of God in 
Christ Jesus, find a little glimmering thereof, and 
feel something of its genial warmth, but it may 
nevertheless be said, that the Lord hath covered 
us with a cloud in his anger, and that because 
iniquity aboundeth among us, the love of many is 
waxed cold. 
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It is my lot friends, thus to speak 9.Tiiong you^ 
once again, because I dread disobedience to my 
heavenly Father. I believe that we are called to 
feel this time to be a time, when we can say in 
the presence of the alUseeing Judge, and the long- 
suffering God; we are called to acknowledge that 
this is a day of darkness, a day of gloominess, a day 
of thick darkness, of perplexity, and of treading 
down : mourners in Zion are bowed down at what 
they hear, and dismayed at what they see. O, 
that we may all lend a p^ to disperse the cloud 
that obscures the sun from us ; this is what we 
want, my beloved brethren and sisters, to lay to 
heart more than we do the reel state of things among 
us ; to humble ourselves from the least to the great- 
est even as a people formerly humbled themselves 
when there was a putting on sackcloth and sitting 
in the dust. We are called to be inwardly stricken, 
and to come down low, and to mourn before the 
Lord, and then he would compassionate us ; but I 
believe assuredly that he will turn and overturn 
among us, to see whether we will, as individuals, 
humble ourselves ; yea or nay, whether we will 
accept his mercy mixed with judgment or not. 
The Lord will yet discover that be is jealous of his 
honor, that he will not give his glory to another, 
that while the affections of the heart are alienated 
from him, he doth withdraw his ancient glory and 
eternal power in a great degree, and that which 
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hath caused him to be angry will yet show itself 
more and more ; but well will it be for those who 
bow down before God ; well will it be for all such 
who, without procrastination, will turn unto him 
with full purpose of heart; for yet in the turnings 
and overtumings which he whose name is Almighty 
will permit ; there will assuredly be the language 
heard in the ears of our worldly-minded ones, and 
of our thoughtless sons and daughters, " Ye looked 
for much, and behold it came to little; and when 
you had brought it home, I did blow upon it saith 
the Lord;" and why? '^Because ye nm every 
man to his own house, and the house of the Lord 
lieth waste." This will be verified conspicuously 
yet within the pale of our religious community, 1 
do believe, even notwithstanding all the precau- 
tions that may be used by some, in the wisdom of 
this world, to secure to themselves the riches of 
this world ; after all their human calculations, God 
Almighty, who is above all, who rules in the king- 
doms of the children of men, who bringeth down 
the lofty from their seats, and exalteth them of low 
degree; he will fulfil that saying among us that 
he uttered unto his people formerly, "Ye put it 
into a bag with holes; ye put your treasures into 
a bag with holes." I think I see a day while I 
am speaking, when our own wickedness shall be 
seen to reprove us, when our backslitiings shall be 
known to correct us, when the Lord will be 
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known to arise in his jealousy, and shew himself 
to be a jealous God more conspicuously still. I 
think, I say, that he will yet, my brethren, my 
sisters, distinguish before the eyes of the world 
the difference between the wheat and the chaff, and 
that the chaff will be scattered before the wind of 
the wilderness, although not one grain of wheat 
shall fall to the ground* 

These Quarteriy Meetings,* and other places 
where our religious Society hath been convened 
and gathered together as a general assembly, hath 
heard, over and over again, that God would sift 
the house of Israel, that he would sift the house of 
Israel as wheat is sifted in a sieve; and yet that 
not one grain should fall to the ground. Now he 
has been sifting us for years past, and he is still 
sifting us, and he will yet sift us; but he will 
preserve those that in his sight he accepteth, and 
he will cause them to be distinguished. O, 
friends, shall we not humble ourselves before the 
mighty Jehovah, the Majesty on high? As indi- 
viduals, and in a collective sense, shall we pot, as 
it were, kneel before the Lord our Maker, that he 
would look upon us with an eye of heavenly, 
fatherly pity ? Then he would be pleased to infiise 
his love into the hearts of individuals, and into 
the hearts of the people, and he would promise 
the return of his ancient glory, which was our 
• This Sennon was preached before a Quarterlj Meeting. 
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light and our life; on condition that we would 
return unto him, he would thus return unto us. 
But it does not signify, my friends, any of us 
reasoning against conviction, or seeking to recon^ 
cile that to ourselves which is irreconcileable widi 
the truth as it is in Jesus ; for then all our strong 
holds will be broken up, and the prospects of 
those who are determined that if the bricks, as it 
were, fall, which they have been putting together, 
and by which they were erecting to themselves 
that in which they can say, "Soul, take thine 
ease;" who sure ready to say, "If the bricks fall, 
we will nevertheless build with hewn stones ; if 
the sycamores are cut down, we will change them 
into cedars." Is not God more powerful than 
man ? and willeih he not that man should know 
his imagination to be cast down, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, unto the bringing into captivity every thought 
unto the will of Christ? This is the will of God 
concerning us; and nothing short of this will 
prove acceptable in his sight, and occasion the 
light of his countenance to shine upon us. 

Friends, the day must be coming that shall 
bum as an oven, and all the proud, and all that 
do wickedly shall become as stubble; and the day 
that Cometh shall bum them up, saith the Lord, 
that it shall leave them neither root nor branch, 
^he Lord alone will be exalted^^the Lord alone 
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will be exalted; mind it, ye young people, as 
well as the middle aged, and we who are aged ; 
the haughtiness of man must be bowed down, and 
the loftiness of man must be laid low, and the 
Lord alone be exalted. 

Now, though I have had to speak after this 
manner, renewedly, I may say, in these Quarterly 
Meetings, yet all the while 1 have stood among 
you, my friends, glad tidings have laid low in my 
heart for those who fear the Lord. O, ye dear 
young people that live in the fear of God, you 
never can do better — ^you never can be so happy 
any other way ; and I beseech you that ye be not 
high-minded, but fear. But how floating you are; 
I see many of you even as on Babylon's streams; 
you are in the gallant ships, you are in Hie galleys 
with oars, that have never found that place of 
broad rivers and streams, which is the peculiar 
privilege of God's people. The glorious Lord is a 
place of broad rivers and streams in the experience 
of his little ones, where goeth no galley with oars, 
neither doth any gallant ship pass that way ; no, 
verily no. There are glad tidings for us all, if we 
will be nothing that God may be all in all. If we 
sufler our wills to be captivated by his love, and 
by his power, and if all of ours is lost in the will 
of our great, and faithful, and compassionate Ore* 
ator, then there are good things in store for us. 
Humility is the ground-work of all true and vital 
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religion. O, how humble was this people once ; 
how lowly was their walking among men ; they 
sought not the splendor of the world, nor its 
honors, nor its fading pleasures; and we are called 
into the same state ; and it will yet be seen, that 
upon them that fear the Lord among us, that walk 
before him in humility of heart, upon them that 
are baptized with the baptism which bums up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire, but gathers the 
wheat into the gamer of safety ; it will be seen 
that those who thus fear the Lord, shall experi- 
ence the Sun of righteousness, that is now so 
much under a cloud, to break forth; and I believe 
it will break forth by and by, even among this 
people. "They that fear the Lord shall know the 
Sun of righteousness to arise with healing in his 
wings, and they shall go forth and grow up as 
calves of the stall." Here are good tidings, glad 
tidings of great joy, by which we may be encou- 
raged to surrender ourselves fully to God, to be, 
to do, and to suffer what he pleases; for "he will 
hide his little ones in the hollow of his hand, and 
keep them in the secret of his pavilion ;" that 
when even the blast of the terrible ones may be 
as a storm against the wall, Jesus Christ the 
Saviour Mrill be the "covert from the storm, and 
firom the heat, a hiding place in the day of trouble, 
and the shadow of a great rock in a weary land, 
and as rivers of water in a dry place." O, his 
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blessed sufficiency to al] that love him! Come^ 
dear children, come now to God, and prostrate 
yourselves at the feet of your Redeemer, your 
Saviour, who for you and all of us was a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief. O, draw near 
to him, and commit yoinrselves to him, and it will 
be well with you. O, all ye that labor under the 
weight of transgressions, and are beholding your- 
selves in the light of truth, of. whatever age, and 
under whatever circumstances; O, come to Christ, 
who said, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest ; take 
my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am meek 
and lowly of heart, and you shall find rest unto 
your souls ; for my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light." A rest is thus offered to us, if we will 
accept of it, in a world of much conflict and 
of weariness. May we accept it from the boun- 
teous hand that is held out to us, even renewedly 
held out unto us, my beloved fiiends; and may 
we every one seek to draw near to God, now that 
we may yet experience his divine blessing upon 
us, who is graciously disposed, and who, I 
assuredly believe, will one day say to his church, 
*^ Arise, O Zion, and shine, for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." 
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I HAVE to confess, my brethren and sisters, that 
I have felt a degree of thankfulness and a degree 
of gladness of soul before the Lord, in the fresh 
persuasion that he is looking towards us as a reli- 
gious society with compassion, with love, and that 
he is disposed to bless as still, for which, it seems 
to me, that we should bow very low in his presence 
even this morning, in our collective capacity, and 
it seems to me that the Lord is calling upon us 
not only individually, but to be more generally in 
a lowly state of mind ; more generally than we are, 
or than we are disposed to be ; for it is hard to 
man to walk humbly through life, and yet it is one 
of those commandments unto man, which, coming 
from the great Creator, are not grievous, but which, 
in obeying and keeping, man would be most 
happy; and therefore the Lord all-righteous, all- 
true, doth call us as a people to come down from 
our loftiness, there remains no doubt ; there is no 
doubt of it not only as it is made clear in the minds 
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of some individuals amongst us, to whom the cause 
of righteousness and truth is dearer than all that 
this world can afford; but it remains that there is 
no doubt but that God calls us down into a more 
lowly condition, because he hath in various ways 
brought us under a cloud again and again, and he 
hath made us to hang down the head in the street 
before the people. Sometimes, friends, you know 
that it hath been so because of the reproach that 
hath been brought upon us as a people ; and he 
hath many times greatly, though not altogether, 
withdrawn his glory from our meetings, from our 
larger as well as our smaller assemblies, and he 
hath been pleased to convince us in some of oiu: 
general meetings that he is powerftilly inviting us 
into a more humble spirit, to come away from the 
lofty seats where many have seated themselves in 
the world. And now it lies heavily upon my spirit, 
to declare on the present opportunity, that if we 
will hear and obey, and return unto the Lord our 
God from whom we have in a great and lamentable 
degree departed, that then he will in his infinite 
loving kindness, and his adorable mercy, and his 
unspeakable beneficence, return unto us and be 
eminently among us, and will raise up our sons and 
our daughters for his glory, that then he will place 
his name higher, even among the people who call 
themselves Friends, as there is an evincing that 
they are the friends of Christ, who said, '' Ye are 
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my Mends, if ye do whatsoever I command you." 
Now his command is to be bowed down in spirit, 
and to bear the turnings and overtumings of his 
mighty power : as individuals we are called to this, 
and we are called to this as a community, that in 
his mercy, and in his goodness, he may be known 
to overturn, overturn, overturn, until He comes to 
reign whose right it is, — until he come to reign in 
his love and his kindness, until his wisdom is abun- 
dantly manifested, and his power in our hearts, 
and in our meetings ; until he is known to be the 
Head of the body, the body being his ; and he 
would then enable us as a body to edify one another 
in love ; and in our meetings for worship, and for 
discipline, we should be put into the blessed capa- 
city of experiencing for ourselves what it is for the 
body to edify itself in love. Many may say, the 
Lord is yet among us, and the body doth edify 
itself in love. Friends, it is true that the Lord 
hath not altogether withdrawn himself from us ; 
no, blessed be his name, and it is true also that 
there are seasons of great favor granted us in some 
of our comings together after this manner, but the 
Lord is very jealous of us. Oh, my beloved bre- 
thren and sisters, I tremble to speak it, but I have 
to speak it even as I apprehend, in the name of 
Jehovah, the Lord is very jealous of his honor 
among us, and we, (though we may feel often that 

we love him in a degree, most of us) yet we love 
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him not with all the heart, with all the soul, with 
all the strength, and with all the mind, and we 
seek not to serve him only ; he is therefore evi- 
dencing himself to be a jealous God, and his con- 
troversy is great with our high-mindedness, and 
with our love of the world ; 1 have felt, that not* 
withstanding there have been many warnings, 
there is still that spirit prevailing that loves the 
world, and the things of the world, and it is very 
evident that the love of the Father is greatly 
departed, though not altogether, and now God is 
saying unto us, " If Baal be God, serve ye him," — 
if you can prove him to be your Almighty Helper 
in your (^stress ; if in your exigences you can run 
imto him, and appeal unto him and find relief, — 
if Baal be God, serve him— continue to serve him; 
but if the Lord be God, then serve ye him ; how 
long halt ye between two opinions ? how unwise 
it is, how often men have still loved the world and 
the things of the world, and suffered the love of 
the Father to depart more and more from them ; 
and how often have they found, in the day of 
affliction, that the world was emptiness itself, that 
all that it could afford was as nothing to them at 
last, in the day of their distress, though they had 
sought consolation in it, it has only wounded them 
the more, like Baal's men formerly, who cried 
aloud and cut themselves in their calling upon the 
god wh^m they had clung to and ser\'ed. Oh that 
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there may be a willingness to leave whatsoever the 
mind and the voice of truth calls us out of, and 
would gather us from ; whatsoever controversy of 
God there is, this is what he requires of us in the 
present day, as well as he did in the days that are 
past ; we can make no compromise with Almighty 
power and wisdom, friends ; it will not do, and it 
continues to be a truth, that no man can serve two 
masters ; — that no man can serve God and mam^ 
mon ; he will either cleave to the one and forsake 
the other, or he will hold to the one, and love it, 
and hate the other. And what a pity, oh what a 
lamentable thing it would be, if, from hesitating 
to be separated unto God, there should continue 
to be a love of the world and the things of the 
world, until the soul should cleave as unto the 
dust instead of mounting up more and more into 
the light and into glor}"^ ; and so eventually that 
there should be a going down, a going down even 
into darkness. 

1 heard a man once say, a minister of the gos- 
pel, I do not love mentioning others, nor is it that 
which induces me to repeat it ; but I do it as a 
warning unto those who are too much inclined to 
that that is of the earth, though they be the Lord's 
servants and children ; " you love the world (said 
he) and the things of the world, you will love the 
world and the things of the world until the earth 
opens her mouth, until the grave closes upon you." 



y Google 



44 MHS. SARAH 6RUBB* 

Oh ! my soul desires better things for us all, and 
things that accompany salvation ; and I am per- 
suaded that, if we will be lowly, if we will be of 
those who go softly, who walk humbly before the 
Lord, that he will give us all things that accom- 
pany salvation, for how rich is his mercy, how 
unfathomable is his goodness and love. But now, 
my friends, possibly many may be ready to say, 
this is the language of complaint which we are 
accustomed to hear, at least from some, but it doth 
not apply to us all. Oh ! blessed be God, I am 
persuaded that it doth not apply unto all. I know 
as I waited upon God early in this meeting endea- 
vouring to get into a state of deep inward retire- 
ment and nothingness, my mind was led secretly 
to believe that the Lord hath a humble, and a 
lowly, and a precious seed among us ; yea, that 
he hath this precious people in this Quarterly 
Meeting that are bowed down in their spirits ; they 
wait upon God from time to time, and they are 
not ashamed ; and some of them, I believe, have 
nearly finished their course, and will soon receive 
the crown of righteousness that fadeth not away ; 
these are they the language of whose spirit has 
been for many years, " if I forget thee, O Jerusa- 
lem, let my right hand forget its cunning ; if I do 
not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof 
of my mouth, if I prefer not Jerusalem before my 
chief joy." Ah ! I hope and I know that even in 
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waiting upon the Lord mine inward and spiritual 
eye was mercifully opened and permitted to behold 
this flock of Christ, to see it in a safe situation 
and abundantly blessed, so that it may be said that 
no evil shall prevail against it even while there is 
an abiding in the lowly situation appointed by 
God. Who can tell where these are, and who 
they are ? God can teU. I believe there are a 
great many within the pale of our religious com- 
munity in the world, and I believe there are a 
great many also without the pale of our religious 
society in the world. Who are those the pre- 
served of the Lord, the true wrestling seed of 
J acob, and who can count the dust of Jacob or 
number the fourth part of Israel ? Men cannot 
because it is vdth the Lord, and he owns them 
all wherever ihey are. Now a great deal need 
not be said to those instrumentally, as they are 
near unto the great preserver of men, the God of 
all consolation, and I believe that when the Lord 
raises up even tlie most mean and simple indivi- 
dual to declare his word among his people ; if 
that individual is kept under the anointing, that 
any thing that may be uttered will never hurt the 
seed of Christ, will never, never discourage the 
most feeble lamb among the flock of Christ ; no, 
because these do feel the anointing in themselves 
answering to the gift even as exercised in the 
ministry. But, my friends, while for one, my soul 
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hath rejoiced in beholding that the Lord hath 
indeed a little flock among us, to whom the Lord 
is speaking comfortably, saying, " fear not little 
flock for it is your Father's good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom ;" yet the Lord doth require that 
an alarm should be sounded upon his holy moun- 
tain, that the trumpet should be blown in Zion in 
the present state of things, even among us as a peo- 
ple. I believe God hath said it, and that he will 
say it, " blow the trumpet in Zion, sound an alarm 
in my holy mountain;" and what is it to be? "Tell 
the people saith the Lord God, yea, tell it them 
this is not the day for that spirit to be found among 
them, which would exalt itself above the lowly 
life of Jesus, any more than it ever was the day or 
the time for it ; though this people have increased 
in "(^dsdom, and they have increased in knowledge, 
the knowledge that puffeth up, and they have 
increased in riches, yet this is not the day any 
more than in former times, when they are to be in 
their high places, and to be found in their lofty 
seats; — tell the people, saith the Lord, that they 
must come down either in the day of merciful 
visitation, or in the day of awfiil judgment ; tell 
the people, saith the Lord God, 1 have arisen, and 
I am shaking terribly the nations; that I will 
shake terribly the nations, that I will shake, 
and that I will remove, saith the Lord God 
Almighty, all that can be shaken, and all that can 
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be removed, and that it shall be evidenced in the 
clearness of the light of noonday that there is that 
which cannot be shaken, that I have built my 
church upon it saith the Lord; that it shall not be 
removed henceforth and for ever ; that not one of 
the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, nor her 
cords broken, nor shall the glorious Lord cease to be 
unto her a place of broad rivers and streams, as well 
as a refuge.^' Oh ! seeing it is so, shall we essay to 
daub with untempered mortar God's building ? or 
shall we seek, my friends, to temporize in this 
day, even when we wish to promote the kingdom 
of the Lord God and his Christ; and shall we be 
sewing pillows under the armholes in this day? 
Oh ! the Lord forbid, as he doth call us to speak 
the truth, every man unto his neighbour and unto 
his brother, and he doth command us to lay things 
clearly open which are seen in his light, one unto 
another, and he will hav& it so ; and he will raise up 
the sons of Zion yet against the son of men by the 
right hand of his eternal ])ower, and he will manifest 
and evidence, that there is a difference between that 
which is man pleasing, and that which pleaseth 
him who is God; and he will assuredly give unto 
men to discern between that which is righteous, 
and that which is unrighteous ; and he will show 
those to Israel who are empty vines, bringing forth 
fruit to themselves, who are not given up to him 
even unreservedly in body, soul, and spirit; and 
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this is what he is requiring of us, that he may own 
us and save us, and that in the terrible shaking, 
when God will be known more fully to shake the 
earth and the heavens also, when his sword shall be 
bathed in heaven, and when the heavens shall drop 
down as the untimely figs from the fig tree, and the 
leaf that falleth from the vine, that then his great, 
his high, his holy, his immutable name may be our 
strong tower wherein we may run and be safe. 

Now, what do you think of these things my 
beloved young people ? what do you think is your 
best way? you cannot choose a way for yourselves, 
and believe it, you cannot meet with those that can 
show you what good things are prepared for those 
that love him. I am persuaded that though there 
may be a placing of these things before you in 
this comparatively slight degree, and although 
there may be many expressions of desire for your 
welfare firom your friends; yet none can dictate to 
you what is the mind and the will of your heavenly 
Father concerning you — ^none of your fathers, or 
mothers, or brethren, or sisters — only they can tell 
you that it is your interest to obey the will of God 
as it is your incumbent duty ; well then go for 
yourselves unto him in whom are hid all the trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge ; wait at wisdom's 
gate ; wait in the nothingness of self renunciation. 
Oh ! fiiends, nothing short of this self renuncia- 
tion will render us acceptable in the sight of him 
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who seeth not as man seeth, who beholds among 
us this monster self, that hath many, very many 
heads, and who beholds the principle in wrath 
and with jealousy : no, my dear children, nothing 
else will do for you but thorough abasement before 
the Lord ; we have many very amiable ones ; we 
have many highly gifted ones ; we have a great 
many that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, 
and are desirous of doing good to their fellow crea- 
tures : all this is sweet and precious, but it is not 
enough my dear children if you seek to cover your- 
selves with your own works, however industriously 
you have made this covering ; believe it that in 
the great and sore tribulation you will have it all 
tonuaw9,y, even unto the last thread, and therefore 
you had better not set about it nor depend upon it 
in any way, but come in nothingness to your Lord 
and Saviour, to Jesus Christ, and go in nothingness 
unto him and open your hearts to his coming in 
all his power, there and then he will make all 
things right, and then he will work both to will 
and to do of his own good pleasure — great will be 
your mortification unto the flesh. Oh ! if such a 
one as I who, as far as I can judge, am not above 
mediocrity find that there is great mortification of 
the flesh in coming into the will of God, how must 
it be with many of you whom the giver of every 
good and perfect gift hath endued with fine talents : 
surely then you must have more, much more to 
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suffer ; but it will not do for any of you, however 
gifted, to trust in any thing but the Lord alone, 
you must submit and even be willing to hear the 
language, "bow down that we may go over," for 
that which is bom of the flesh persecuteth that 
which is bom of the spirit; and there is such a thing 
as for those who have come into God's will who are 
sanctified and brought into nearness and fellowship 
with Christ — there is such a thing as for them to 
have put into their hands the cup of trembling; it 
is permitted by God who knows how to humble us 
and bring us into perfect obedience, of thought as 
well as word and deed. There is such a thing as 
submitting to be trampled upon, and considering 
ourselves to be even as the very dust, which you 
know \^'^e read of in the holy scriptures, as well as 
there is the worm Jacob, there is the dust of Zion 
that God blesseth ; are you willing to be counted 
nothing better than dust ? God will bless the dust 
of Zion, and he will say unto those that are brought 
down, and are brought into a state of self-renun- 
ciation, O he will say unto them in his own time, 
" Arise," and he will give them beauty for ashes, 
and the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness; this you will 
find dear children to be better than all the enjoy- 
ments and gratifications of the fleshly mind; this 
you will find will do more for you than all your 
pastimes or your friendships which are not in the 
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feax of God, or the honor that you may seek one 
from another. I am persuaded beyond any possible 
doubt, that you will have more real solid gladness 
of heart in waiting through all God's dispensations 
for the time when he will raise you up, and honor 
you himself, than in any thing else. He desires 
that we should all be willing to feel ourselves not 
only empty vessels, but broken vessels; lying 
among the pots ; leaving all our petitions at the 
feet of Him who for our sakes became a man of 
no reputation, and a man acquainted with grief; 
trusting, at least not daring to mistrust, his provi- 
dence ; and then O what ineffable delight will the 
«oul partake of when the period arrives. I do not 
mean when the soul shall take its flight from this 
earthly tenement, but in passing along, in fulfilling 
the duties of the present life; what an ineffable 
delight will be theirs, when by the right arm of the 
Almighty there shall be a rising with the wings of 
a dove, when it shall be evident that your spirits 
have not departed in your love from your Saviour, 
but being chased as a dove, having the wings of 
faith and love, you shall soar above all oppression, 
you shall be covered with silver and yellow gold, 
even on your featliers, when it shall be evident that 
that which adorns you is most precious, and that 
you have been truly baptized; buried with the 
Lord by baptism into death, and that he is your 
resurrection and your life. Do you believe this 
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my precious young friends male and female ? I am 
persuaded many of you do believe it, and that you 
have felt something of it in yourselves, and that 
you say, Lord I believe, help thou mine unbelief. 
Continue your humble, heart-felt petitions, by your 
constant prayer to the God of your life and salva- 
tion, and many of you will be raised up as saviours 
on mount Zion; virhen I say this, I quote the 
scriptures of truth. But, friends, this is the day 
in which we are in need of patience, when that 
glory which is in the faithfrd gospel ministry, ^d 
that glory which is a spirit of judgment to them 
which sit in judgment, I say it is a day when 
this is almost ready, at least in many places, to 
withdraw to other mountains. Oh ! friends, this 
is not the thought of a moment, day and night 
many times my poor soul has mourned under a 
deep and awful sense that the ancient glory in 
many respects is about to withdraw, not to the 
threshold of the door only but as unto the moun- 
tain hard by. But it need not be so, if we and 
our children will henceforth be like the Ninevites, 
when outwardly they were in danger from the 
highest to the lowest, how did they mourn, and 
weep, and humble themselves before the Lord. 

Friends, I have been looking to my seat, and I 
did look to it with a desire to take it, but it is with 
me to declare a little ftirther that God Almighty 
will have a people, a great and a strong people on 
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the face of the earth, that shall in all respects, 
that are of moment, resemble those people : whe- 
ther we be distinguished or whether we assimilate 
more and more unto the world and so be scattered 
as among the nations and not be distinguished, 
though I believe we shall, at least a remnant of us, 
for a very long time ; but the Lord will assuredly 
have a people simple hearted, simple in their 
attire, simple in their houses, simple in their lan- 
guage, avoiding all things approaching to idolatry 
and every thing that is opposed to the native purity 
and simplicity of the gospel. God will have a 
people of pure and plain language, and a ministry 
among them of his own choosing, and of his own 
guiding, and of his own blessed keeping ; and he 
will have all things in the holy order of his own 
blessed word, and his people shall not be num- 
bered among the nations. Israel shall dwell alone 
and not be numbered among the people, and Israel 
shall be still beauty, and her tabernacles still beau- 
tiful — the church of Christ. Oh ! who can count 
the dust of Jacob, or number the fourth part of 
Israel ; as the vallies are they spread forth as gar- 
dens by the river side ; as trees of lign aloes which 
the Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees beside 
the waters ; the king of Israel shall be higher than 
Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted and stand 
for ever. 
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According to ancient prophecy recorded in the 
holy scriptures, it is certain, as we have heard on 
this occasion, and at many other times, that the 
kingdoms of this world are to become the king- 
doms of God and of his Christ. There is seen 
now a great work as upon the wheel in the earth, 
in which the power of God, and of Jesus Christ 
the son of God, and one with God^ is exalted ; and 
it will be more and more the case, that the Lord 
God Almighty will be exalted; tlie kingdoms of 
this world are becoming the kingdoms of God, 
and of his Christ; blessed be his name, his pro- 
mises are not yea and nay, but they are yea and 
they are amen. But who are they who are ren- 
dered capable of really and truly rejoicing in the 
work of God in the earth, and in the exaltation of 
his power and of his glory.? Is it they who in 
any nation, or in any community, who, while they 
may read and repeat the prayer "thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven," 
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are setting up their own will in the room of God's 
most blessed mind; who are doing their own 
works, and who have, even as it were, a kingdom 
of their own f is it those who can be glad, truly so, 
in the kingdom of the Most High, being promoted 
among the families of the earth? no, nor can any 
who have not their rqoicing in Christ Jesus* 
High sounding words, and a high profession must 
fall to the ground, if these are depended upon in 
the room of that which is heart felt, and that 
which is possessed by those who are friendly to 
the appearance of the Most High. It behoves us 
then, as individuals, to seek to resign our wills to 
the will of our faithful Creator, surely nothing else 
will stand us in stead one day ; surely nothing else 
will put us into the glorious capacity of rejoicing 
in that which we behold, that the Lord God and 
the Lamb have the dominion. Oh ! it loudly calls 
upon us not only to say " thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven, and thy kingdom come ;'' but to 
yield all up hereunto, that he may turn, and over- 
turn, imtil he come to reign within us whose right 
it is ; until he take unto him his great power, and 
sway his righteous sceptre in our hearts. Oh! 
what individuals should we then be to what many 
of us now are, while we dare to bear rule, and while 
we seek to justify ourselves, and our own untoward 
will; and what a truly enlightened and happy 
community throughout should we be if we were. 
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all of us who profess the name of Friends, if we 
were all of that number who say in heart, and 
whose life and conduct evidence their sincerity, 
"Not my will but thine O God be done." Ah! 
friends, we should then have great meetings, for 
the ancient power, and the ancient glory, would be 
over all. Ah ! friends, we should not think the 
time long while we were met together, even for the 
purpose of renewing our strength, and joying in 
the God of our salvation ; but we should indeed 
find that there is fulness of joy in the presence 
of God, and at his right hand are pleasures for 
evermore. The Lord God most high was thus 
with the people, who called themselves Friends, 
in their beginnings, he was with them covering 
their assemblies with the shadow of his holy 
wings, which they sat under with great delight, 
he was with them eminently in their meetings 
for worship, in their meetings also for disci- 
pline, he poured forth abundantly of his holy 
spirit upon sons and upon daughters, and they 
did prophesy, and they did speak to edification ; 
not in wisdom of words, not in the strength of 
the natural man, but in the demonstration of his 
spirit, and in power ; they were baptized together 
even by the one spirit into one living and eternal 
power ; and they had living, they had powerful 
meetings in that day they beheld God's works, 
they did praise him, while the body edified itself 
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in love. True the glory is not wholly departed 
from this people; true, that sometimes it is in 
blessed and in glorious dominion in our meetings, 
but these are times not very frequent, and they are 
generally seasons which are known by those who 
have deeply retired into God ; those have indeed 
known what it was to come through great exer- 
cises ; great and unspeakable waitings, and they 
have seen the display of the Lord's power, and of 
his goodness, and of his matchless mercy and love, 
unto a people too generally bearing rule themselves, 
instead of his bearing rule over them ; a people 
too much given to the willings, and the runnings, 
and the choosings, and the refusings that are of 
men. It is a favor, indeed, when the great and 
high Head of the church, is pleased to break 
through all obstructions, all those obstructions 
which are of man, and to be over all, even in the 
character of the " Mighty God ;" yea, and when 
we can call him "Wonderful," then he is over all, 
by his visitations renewed unto us as a people in 
a collective sense, and what is his call then my 
friends f is it not that we should come down from 
our high nests that many have as it were built on 
high, built by our own hands? is it not that the 
lofty, that the mighty should come down from their 
seats ? is it not that we should be of those who 
bow before the Lord Jehovah, and kneel before 
him oiu" Maker i Even in these quarterly meetings 
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of London and Middlesex, sometimes God has thus 
as it were condescended unto us and come amongst 
us by his mighty power, and his glory hath shone 
forth, even as between the cherubims; and he hath 
manifested himself to be willing, to be merciful — 
willing to lead his people like a flock. Ah I but 
have we been sufficiently brought down? Ah! 
but does the Lord's power more and more take the 
ascendancy amongst us? Let us as individuals 
put the query to ourselves, let us see whether we 
are giving unto the Lord glory and strength, whe- 
ther we are giving him the glory due unto his 
name, whether we are prepared to worship him in 
the beauty of holiness, in a clean temple — ^the 
heart, whether we are coming into his courts 
acceptably. I fear that many of us would find our- 
selves not enough under the dominion and the 
power of truth, but soaring above the witness for 
God that is within. I fear that many, very many, 
who have often heard that invitaticm to come down, 
are yet upon the mountains of pride, and many who 
have often known what it was for him to call them 
away from their lofty cedars of Lebanon^ and to 
open the doors of Lebanon that he might devour 
those cedars; many of these are yet secure as it 
were in their possession, and are vaunting them 
selves against the high and lofty one, while they 
would shudder to be told that it is so, yet they have 
not obeyed the gracious call which is very very 
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powerfully yet extended, blessed be God, — "Come 
with me from Lebanon, my sister, my spouse, with 
me from Lebanon, look from the top of Amana, 
from Shenir and Hermon, from the lions' dens, from 
the mountains of leopards." Do you know, some 
of you to whom God is thus extending his merciftil 
invitations, that you are in danger of losing your 
lives? Now suppose that literally a man was 
really among beasts of prey, or suppose he was in 
a place that must shortly be consumed, if he were 
told to fly for his natural life, would he be so foolish 
as to turn a deaf ear to it? when he beheld too 
that the fire was already kindled, and when he saw 
too in the clear light of noon day, that the beasts 
of destruction were round about him, would he then 
stay where he was ? Oh ! my brethren, my sisters, 
some among us have seen themselves on the moun- 
tains of prey, they have beheld themselves among 
lions, they have known that they were in danger 
of the paw of the bear, of the leopard, and of the 
lion ; and they have really discovered that the tall 
cedars of Lebanon were to be burnt down, and 
that the anger of the Lord was already kindled, 
and yet, if I am not mistaken in what my mind 
has been led into in this meeting, many of these 
are not in haste to depart, are not enough con- 
cerned to obey the voice that saith " come away, 
come away, come away, come from Lebanon, from 
Amana, from Shenir and Hermon, from the Uons' 
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dens, and from the mountains of the leopards. 
And what do you wait for ? Do you wait even 
still to enjoy your possessions in this place ? Is 
there not a danger, that when the destroying angel 
goes forth you will be destroyed ? knd then your 
destruction will be of yourselves. Friends, I know 
that this is plain preaching, but I can speak in no 
other way, but in plainness. God will not as it 
were suffer his people to be deceived, he will dis- 
cover unto them the real truth ; and as certainly 
as ihat the kingdoms of this world are to become, 
and will become the kingdoms of God, and of his 
Christ, so certainly in the progress of the great 
work which shall effect so marvellous and so glo- 
rious a purpose, in bringing about so mighty and 
so glorious an end, so certainly in the turnings and 
ovejrturnings which God will permit, those that 
will not come away from the places and the things, 
that in the ov^urnings must fall and will fall, so 
certainly will thess fall with them, and must fall 
with them ; a fall, oh ! my bretbren, let us mind it, 
oh ! my sisters, let us mind it, though we be put 
in remembrance of it, even by one of the least of 
all. Look not at the meaimess of the poor trum^ 
pet, but oh ! hear the voice of truth ; most assur- 
edly God has begun to send forth his angels, hi$ 
messengers in the earth, in these last days ; most 
assuredly God is dividing and separating in the 
earth, between the righteous and the unrighteous, 
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and he is showing the fallacy of mystery Babylon, 
and he will more and more manifest it, and though 
there be in mystery Babylon, all the likeness of 
the true church, luid though it be falsely colored 
over after this manner, yet it is diseoyering and 
will be discovered increasingly; and the Lord 
will bring down all that esalteth itself above his 
truth, and above his pimty ; the lowly, the humble, 
the innocent life of the Lord Jesus Christ, this 
will more and more be exalted in the earth, for the 
kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms 
of God and of his Christ. Well for those, who 
are now above all things concerned to be under 
the dominion and power of the everlasting gospel. 
Wdl will it be fer us all, if we all thus come and 
bow low " before the liord our mater," lest we 
should be found iausiong those tares that shall be 
(^ther^ together, separated from the wheat, and 
are fit for nothing but the fire ; or lest we become 
like the bad fish in the net, that are separated fit>m 
the good, and are cast away. I speak it, my 
fiiends, under no incomdderable feeling; but even 
in this meeting, according to my measure and 
capacity in the truth, I was sensible of a^ very 
great burden on my spirit, and which I could no 
otherwise see any way, even partly to lay down 
among you, but I have felt raised up on my feet, 
I am not ashamed to say, by the renewed power 
of Grod ; and I stand among you, my brethren, my 
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sisters, under an awftil sense, that if we speak not 
on these occasions in the power of the Spirit of 
Grod, and its demonstration, that then we take the 
Lord's holy name in vain, and we are found inter- 
rupting his will and breaking in upon his holy 
order in his church. But it is also a very awfiil 
thing to withhold his word when he is pleased to 
give it forth, even unto those who may in the 
secret of their hearts say, ^ send by whom thou Wilt 
send, but send not by me. Behold 1 cannot speak, 
for I am a child. I am slow of speech both before 
and since thou hast spoken unto me.'' Friends, it 
is a great act of faith, to attempt to minister the 
word of life, when the creature is made sensible of 
its nothingness, under the constraining influence 
of gospel love, which flows in the heart, and which 
flo\^ s towards their fellow mortals. I fed this love, 
I feel it much, and it seems to me to reach over 
this large assembly, even that gospel love that 
would have all come to know the dominion of 
Christ in the heart, and that would warn many who 
are immersed in the cares and in the riches of the 
world, yea, and who are too much warped by 
the wisdom that is from beneath ; would wsum 
those to come away unto the Saviour, unto ike 
Redeemer, unto him who can do all tilings in us 
and f<»r us : why then should any keep ikeir strong 
hold, when they very well know that it is not the 
will, and the wisdom, and the power of God, but 
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it is the willy and the wisdom, and the might that 
is of the creature. Oh ! that there may be a 
jrielding of all unto him^ who is stronger than the 
strong man armed. Oh ! that there may be trust- 
ing in bis mercy, in his goodness, in his power, 
and in his all sufficiency, whose is the earth, and 
the fulness of the world, and they that dwell 
tberdb; it seems to me that my inward and spirit- 
ual ear hears some of you say, — ^What can I do if I 
turn my back upon the world? there is nothing 
before me but as it were a wildemess. And can 
you not trust your Saviour, if you follow him as 
in the wilderness i and will you trust to your own 
powers, and to that which is of msat who in his 
best estate is vanity ; whose breath is in his nos- 
trils, and wherein is he to be accounted of? I say 
to some of you in the name of Jesus Christ, that 
if you do xK)t come away, if you continue where 
you now are, even in the world, in its spirit, under 
its influence, actuated from day to day by that 
which is not the power of truth, but which is that 
of error, however plausible in the eyes of men, that 
then God will bring a terrible day upon you. 
There are those here now who, if they persist in 
bearing rule, and setting up their own will in the 
place of God^s most blessed and holy will, that he 
will causQ their own wickedness to reprove ihem, 
and that in which they trusted will prove to them 
to be but as a broken reed, and the Lord God will 
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assure^j disappoint your hopes of pleasure^ your 
hopes of riches and gain, and yoor hopes of honor 
in the friendship of this world ; and you will be 
(^ those (oh ! I know by what I feel that it is true) 
you will be of those who would not come and fitll 
upon the stone that is set in Zion ; elect, and pre^ 
cious, and whereby we are broken. We ar^ 
brought into a state of subjection to him ; but yoU 
will be of those who must know what it is for that 
stone to fiJl upon you, and ihem what will you do? 
^^ On whomsoever it shall fall, it will .grind him to 
powder,'* saith flie Scripture. What, come to 
nothing? — come to nothing? Hare no place in 
God's mUitant church? and be accounted even 
nothing among men? Although some of these 
may consider at present, that this is altogether an 
impossibility, because their possessions are so 
well secured in the world; because they can, if 
one thing gives way, look to another ; and if that 
gives way, they still have other resources, and 
they are not afraid ; but, my friends, is not man 
in these cases short-sighted? Can he command 
all things? and hath not God his way in the sea, 
where his footsteps are not known? And ha^ he 
not all wisdom, all might, and all majesty, who 
said, " If I were himgry I would not tell thee, for 
the earth is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills are mine.'* Oh ! how many kings, how many 
princes, how many who could command riches 
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they call^ immense^ bare been brought down hy 
a band Almigbty. How have their glory and their 
wealth taken wings and fled away ; and how have 
they been left without filheUer, not knowing Jesus 
Christ, whom Grod hath sent, to be a covert from 
heat, and from storm,, and a hiding place in the 
day of trouble, and the shadow of a great rock in 
a weary land. Oh ! how has my poor spirit tra- 
vailed, that we may all come to this Rock of ages; 
that it may be to us all that we need, my friends, 
and that none of us may trust in any thing short 
hereof. Oh ! how I long that our dear children 
may come to Christ, the Rock of ages; that he 
may be their Saviour indeed; that they may hum- 
ble themselves under his mighty hand, who hum- 
bled himself for us; who came into this lower 
world, dear children, not in the character of a 
prmce; not as one who took the splendor of a 
court; not as one who was any other than a ser- 
vant; as he said, ^'I iun among you as he that 
serveth," when he spake to his dear brethren, to 
his beloved disciples, when he enquired of them, 
"Whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he 
that serveth? but I am among you as he that 
serveth." Oh, how lowly he walked among men. 
And do you know, dear children of this religious 
community, and all of you now present who are 
in early life, that Jesus, by his sweet voice in your 

hearts, calls you to be his companions, and to 
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walk with him even through life, in a lowly mind, 
that you may be clothed with humility, and with 
-righteousness, as with a robe. Oh! you must be 
washed in his blood. Oh! you must know what 
it is to feel that you are sinners, and have need of 
redemption ; and make your application to him, if 
this be your happy state, and then 1ft will indeed 
give you the true bridal attire ; the righteousness 
of saints, which is as fine linen that is clean and 
white, in which his own walk in this W(»*ld, and 
which appears unto men, whereby others are 
induced to give God glory. Oh 1 ye dear young 
people, there are some of you who I do believe 
really are enamoured with the excellency that 
there is in the truth. Oh ! ye dear young people, 
as ye come into this spiritual obedience of mind 
fully, your God and Saviour will raise you up 
above the spirit of this world; and he will be 
pleased to qualify you to promote his own blessed, 
holy, heavenly conduct upon earth ; to make you 
instrumental in your day, of forwarding the fiilfil* 
ment of the great promise and prophecy, that the 
kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms 
of God and of his Christ; and that he will be 
God over all, blessed for ever, who is worthy. 
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SiNCS I have been here, I have felt renewedly 
persuaded that the mercy and love of God in 
Christ Jesus is extended unto us in our public 
capacity ; it has bowed my spirit low before the 
Lord. How unmerited is his goodness, and how 
is he yet hovering over this people to gather and to 
save them, that we may be his people and that he 
maybe our God; that none of us may bow down to 
the lords many, or, to any of them, to the gods many, 
that are in the world; but that we may know what 
it is to have God alone for our God — one God, 
one Lord; one faith, one baptism. How is the 
Most High waiting to give us this knowledge of 
bis power and of his presence, and to enable us 
individually, and also in our assembly, to view 
our gracious and our great High Priest, Jesus 
Christ, and to put no confidence in the flesh. This 
appears to me renewedly to be the divine will 
concerning us. And, O, the travail of my soul, 
that it may not be frustrated further and further ; 
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that we may not, by loving and by going after 
other things, and forsaking the things that are 
Jesus Christ's, and appertain to our salvation, 
provoke God to anger: that we may not, by thus 
turning the back, and not the face, at his divine 
call, even cause that he in his judgment shall 
visit us with scattering and with division. For 
while I believe that this is a day of merciful visi- 
tation, in truth, I am persuaded, friends, that if 
we come not nearer in spirit, are not more united 
unto that purity which is uncreated, we shall 
become more poUutedi and the Lord will scatter 
and divide among us; he will come down, as it 
were, in his wrath, aad separate axaoag, this peo- 
ple, in his awfiil jud^^ent, even the precious 
from the vile; so that he will th^i have but a 
renmant of Jacobs a little few, who shall bear the 
testimonies of his ev^lasting and unchangeable 
truth £unong men. But I feel that in this meetdng, 
that earnestly di^ires, that indeed most fervently 
longs, that instead of there being but a remnant 
among us, who shall be acloiowledged by Him 
who sees not as man sees; that all of us who . 
profess to be the Lord's people, may be so indeed 
and in truth; and in order hereunto, surely God 
is inviting us to walk in his light. 

My friends, I have been made very sensible, by 
silent waiting at this time, that we are called out 
of darkness into the marvell<9us light of Christ, 
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wbile my mind hath been given to sympathize 
widi many that are in darkness in no small degree 
I have seen that he hath the jpower to lead out of 
that darkness; that power which is offered to every 
one of us. IViends, we cannot be God*s people, 
in deed and in truth, while we abide in darkness. 
Friends, not one individual among us can possibly 
be really and truly a member of the church of 
Christ, while we are desiring to screen ourselves, 
if possible, from the discoveries of this divine 
light. O, vain is our profession, and the appro^ 
bation of Grod's people, without we are willing to 
come away, as from Egyptian bondage, and from 
Egyptian darkness. Here is l3ie hand reached 
forth that would redeem us all herefit)m. Can 
we not see that it is our interest to aCi^ept it; O 
my beloved brothers and sisters, and to come away 
out of spiritual Egypt at the Lord's call ; that so 
there may be the living, heart-felt expeTience> of 
what it is for all opposition to the mind of Heaven 
to give way, even as it was when the children of 
Israel were led out of Egypt, and Jacob from a 
fctrange people and language ? The same all-suffi*- 
cient power is again and again offered unto those 
that are in spiritual Egypt, that there may be a 
coming, a fleeing away, that so they may know 
even what it is for the Lord to cause the mountains 
to skip like rams and the little hills like lambs; 
that the same triumphant song may be ours, which 
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was sung with respect to them, when the Lord 
led them out of Egypt and from the land of bon- 
dage, and from a people of a strange language. 
How was his power and dominion declared to 
them; for then Judah was his sanctuary and 
Israel was his dominion, and the very sea saw it 
and fled ; Jordan was driven back; the mountains 
skipped like rams, and the little hills like lambs. 
What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest; 
thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back; ye 
mountains, that ye skilled like rams; and ye 
little hills like lambs? Tremble, thou earth, at 
the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the 
mighty God of Jacob- Now, if the earthly heart 
will indeed yield to the power and tremble, then 
the display of this living power will be known; 
and O, what contrition, and what consolation will 
be experienced. It will be experienced by indi- 
viduals who have long been in a land of darkness 
and of bondage; and it will be known in our 
solemn assemblies, for the Lord is graciously 
pleased to give us the consolations of his love and 
of his light, when we are met together, only he 
requires that we should be redeemed. O house of 
Israel, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the 
Lord. What a people we should be, if we were 
found walking in the light of the Lord ; our path 
would be seen among men very conspicuously to 
be that of the just, that ^^shineth more and more 
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unto the perfect day:** and the Lord our God 
would, in the riches of his goodness, even cause 
that we should be Kke the light, of which Christ 
did speak unto his disciples; ** Ye are," said he, 
**the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hid:" — ^being thus raised above the 
level, and being, through that which can do it for 
mankind, made like a body of light, having no 
part dark. O, friends, what a loud call it would 
be to come and embrace the gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ **Let your light," said 
Jesus Christ, **so shine before men, that they, 
seeing your good works, may glorify your Father 
who is in heaven." I believe that the same 
injunction is going forth to us ; yea, the solemn 
command, **let your light so shine before men." 

Now, Fri^ids, you, some of you have been 
endeavoring to reconcile light and darkness, and 
my spirit is pressed with a sense of it What is 
the language of holy writ ? "Light hath no com- 
munion with darkness, nor Christ with Belial." 
In vain, therefore, do any of the children of men 
rfeek for peace, for true rest unto their souls, while 
they are endeavoring to make darkness and light 
agree ; while there is a disposition even to content 
ourselves in some degree, with a conformity to 
that nature which is not of God, and yet desire 
that we may be acknowledged eventually, by the 
light of the world, Jesus Christ Come, O house 
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of Israel, come ye, flee away 'from all darknees^ 
from the corruptions of the world, from that that 
leads down unto the earth and unto darkness. 
Come away ; the light will lead thee out of every 
thing of this kind, to come away to Christ, to be 
imited unto him in the blessed covenant of his 
light, and of his love, and of his blood, that shall 
be perpetual, and shall not be forgotten. Will ye 
come? O, do come! O that all might come. 
O, house of Israel, come ye, and let us walk in 
the light of the Lord. — ^Let us mind this light, 
which hath enlightened every man that cometh 
into the world. — ^Let us obey it fully, and it will 
do great and glorious things for us alL The Lord 
will render us yet a holy aation unto Ood, a pecu* 
liar people, and a peo{de zealous of those works 
which please Almighty God. It was this light of 
Ufe which led our predecessors to be a separate 
people ; which led them out from the love of the 
world; which led them from under its spirit, 
wiiich is enmity to God ; which led them from 
under its influence ; cmd it is the same that ever it 
was: and it doth the same for all who receive it 
and embrace it May we obey the light that 
enlighteneth every man that cometh into the 
world. It is not our interest, when it is lighted 
in our conscience, to place it under a bed of ease, 
or under a bushel. O no, it is not the interest of 
any of us, and it is, indeed, most absurd. " No 
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man/' saith our blessed Redeemer, ^^ having lighted 
a candle, putteth it under a bed, or under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick, and it giveth light to all in 
the house." May^such among us who have hidden 
their light after this manner, as it were, bring it 
forth now, in the day of the Lord's mercy, and in 
the day of the Lord's powar, bring forth your lights 
firom under your beds of ease, and your couches 
of ivory ; bring forth the light from under your 
bushel, and the Lord will assuredly bless your 
labors, and prosper his own work in and through 
you; and the light bdmg placed upon the candle* 
stick, it will enlighten all that are in the house; 
the great master of the house will be hon(»red and 
will be magnified. O, we want those whose light 
shall thus appear amongst us in their different 
stations, in the church; in the house we want 
those who shall give light all around ; we have 
some, blessed be the L<^ : may such as these be 
strengthened and encouraged to keep that which 
b conunitted unto them, iso will it be increased, 
and it will be strengthened unto the glory of the 
Ghreat Name, and unto their unspeakable peace and 
comfort. Thus, friends, it seems to me that the 
Lord is indeed waiting to do us good ; that he is 
calling those who are afiir off to come near ; and 
those who are near, to acknowledge his might ; 
and he is disposed that our meeting should be 
owned and should be crowned by his light and his 
H 
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love, and by his power; how eminently, then, 
would this light appear among us ; then how would 
the Most High have among us judges, as at the 
first, and counsellers, as at the beginning; then, 
all being in the harmony of his blessed mind, we 
should feel that we are each other's ]oy and re- 
joicing in him, and our meetings would then be 
owned by him, the great Head of the church, and 
blessed Legislator ; and we should know the whole- 
someness of our discipline, and we should find and 
acknowledge that it had its origin in the wisdom 
and in the power that is from above, and that it is 
still upheld thereby. May God Almighty visit 
and bless this people, saith my soul, for he is the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever; his hand is 
not shortened, nor his ear grovm heavy ; his power 
is not diminished) nor his love waxed cold ; if we 
draw nigh to him, he will draw nigh unto us, and 
give us to sing together, even making melody in 
our hearts unto him : sometimes without a word 
being uttered this would be the case: O, this 
solemn covering of the Lord's presence, wherein 
secret songs of praise would be raised to him. 

Now my dear firiends, before we separate at this 
time, let us all gather in spirit unto the Lord of 
life and glory, and to the light of Israel ; let us see 
ifhe will not favor us in solemn silence, with a 
fresh sense of his goodness : if his Holy Spirit will 
not continue over us like a canopy; ifhe will not 
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show US that he is willing to cover us with his 
feathers firom all that can possibly huii or harm 
the precious life ; and let us see if we cannot unite 
in ascribing unto Him, in solemn stillness, might, 
majesty, and renown. 
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We are, indeed, loudly, called upon, and I believe 
many of my friends here feel it, and are actually 
introduced into it ; we are called imto mourning, 
and weeping, and girding with sackcloth; and I 

* Mr. Stephen Gr«Uet, bj birth » Frenchman, is suppoted to 
bare been attached to Louia XVI. and to hare emigrated to 
America during the first French revolution. While there, about 
the year 1793, he attended a meeting, at which Mis. Darbj and 
Miss Young, two English ladies preached, and was convinced of 
the correctness of the doctrines of the Friends. 

Mr. Grellet has been many jears a preacher, and visited this 
countrj on a religious mission, in 1819 and 1820 ; and after tra- 
velling extensively here, in company mostly with Mr. Allen, he 
visited Norway, Sweden, Russia, Greece, IVIalta, Italy, France, 
and Germany; 

At Home, Mr. Grellet visited the Pope, and was shown the 
Inquisition ; of this interview, the writer regrets he is unable to 
give any particulars. 

Mr. Grellet was for some years a merchant at New York, and 
now resides, when at home, at Burlington, in New Jersey. 

At the present time Mr. Grellet is again in England on a reli- 
gious mission, and it is said, contemplates missionary exertion 
on the Continent before his return to America. 

Mr. Grellet is by many much esteemed as a preacher; he has 
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feel tenderly for those who are not only sensible 
that this is the call upon them, but who are also 
obeying it; the secret and fervent supplication of 
their spirits being, "O, Lord! give not thine 
inheritance to reproach, for why should the hea- 
then say, Where is their God?" We are called 
to mourning and weeping, «ven in the midst of us, 
feeling that we are, indeed, a peeled and a robbed 
people ; yet there is also a grateful acknowledg- 
ment to be made, that we are not a forsaken 
people ; the divine mercy, and divine power, for 
to that alone it is to be ascribed, is pleased to ful- 
fil, on behalf of this people, what he promised in 
ancient days he would do for a people, whom he 
had also chosen to himself, that they might show 
forth his praise. ** Though I make a full end of 
all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will 
I not make a fiill end of thee ; but I will leave in 
the midi^ of thee a poor people, poor and afflicted, 
and they shall trust in the name of the jLord:" 

much of tbe French accent in his delivery, and a considerable 
portion of the action and quickness of that lively nation. He is 
also thought to possess considerable presence of mind. It is 
related of him, that being at a pablio meeting with some ladies, 
preachers in the Society, one of the auditors, a sailor, tired of 
the silence so common in the Friends* meetings, held up an apple, 
which he publicly offered to the first person who should speak ; 
this Mr. G. very adroitly took from the sailor, and after tbe 
meeting, very politely offered it to one of the hidies as her right, 
she having been the first to preach. 
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and this is the enjoyment of these people in their 
affliction, this is their refuge in the midst of their 
trouble, — they have been brought to the knowledge 
of the Lord, who continues to be the ^^ strength of 
the poor, the strength of the needy in their dis- 
tresses; who is the vefoge from ihe storm, a 
shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terri^ 
ble ones is as a storm beating against the wall.'' 
This people know this; they feel (and it is because 
of this they are brought into afflicticm) they feel 
that sorrow very often overwhelms them, that they 
are among the mourners in Zion, and the faint- 
hearted in Jerusalem; but they also know him 
VI ho is the refuge in time of trouble, who is the 
strength of the poor and of the needy, and in him 
they trust. 

All those that have believed in the promise 
made to the Apostle Paul, when trouble and sor« 
row had come upon him; when not only had 
he the thorn in the flesh, but when a sore 
messenger of Satan did buffet him, this promise 
was made to him, "My gi-ace is sufficient for 
thee;" and those who believe that, find that even 
in these days it ccmtinues to be fiilfilled. They 
know that John the divine proclaimed the woe to 
4he inhabitants of the earth, and of the sea ; for 
the evil spirit is come down among them, and his 
wrath is great, and it is maniiest, it is felt, it is 
seen, for he hath but a short time : and do not we 
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know 9 indeed, tbat he ba^ gresU; power, and that 
he is exerting it with all his might, and that 
many are the victims of his rage ? and yet there 
remaineth a dear refUge, and the afflicted trust in 
it in the time that they are thus afraid ; they trust 
in him, and come to him with weeping and sup- 
plication ; they are engaged to come to him, and 
to spread their case before him; thus did the 
Apostle, not once, not twice^ but thrice — ^thrice 
did he beseech the Lord, and then he obtained 
the promise. And I feel not only for the remnant, 
for the afflicted and poor that are yet preser\'ed, 
who, although their place may be found in the 
lowly valley, though they are eating no pleasant 
bread, and are remaining prostrate, with a veil 
upon their faces, confessing before the Lord their 
own sins, and the sins of their people ; yea, they 
are also girded with sackcloth and ashes, but this 
is their request, " Spare thy people, O Lord, and 
give not thine inheritance to shame;'* they are 
oppressed themselves on accoimt of their way ; at 
their own discouragements, and their own keen 
feelings ; but, O, how gracious is the promise to 
them, "My grace is sufficient for thee." 

But also, before I came to this meeting, my mind 
was in much unison with that which was at first 
declared to \is ; but also, at the same time, I had 
feelings for the remnant that is thus in fear and 
trembling, and who are poor and afflicted; and 
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my heart did leap for joy in thinking of the pro* 
mise, ^^My grace is sufficient for thee." It was 
promised to the Apostle wh^i he had the thorn in 
the flesh, and the messenger of Satan buffetting 
him; what a description is this, and there are 
those who can feel it: — ^but "My grace is sufficient 
for thee," was the answer to his prayer ; and he 
was led also with gratitude to acknowledge that 
this grace was not thus bestowed upon him in 
vain, for by it he was what he was. He had 
known its efficacy; he knew it to be a saving 
grace ; and O, how did he beseech those to seek 
for it, who he knew stood in need of the same as 
well as he did, and also to wait for his mercy, for 
his mercies are over all his works. He is not 
willing that any should perish, but that aU, com- 
ing unto the knowledge of the truth, the grace 
and truth that comes by Jesus Christ, should be 
saved; how earnestly, therefore, did he entreat 
them, — I beseech you also, that ye receive not 
the grace of God in vain. And I beseech you 
also, friends, I entreat you, friends, I entreat you 
also, my young friends, that ye receive not this 
grace in vain ; this all-sufficient power, which is 
grace and health, which is that which bringeth 
salvation, by which we are saved through faith. 
But there are those that turn the grace of God 
into wantonness; those that despise the day of his 
visitation ; those that are unwilling to receive his 
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gracious gift, the offer and the power of salvation. 
O, may none of these, my friends^ continue to be 
found among us, may none continue to be of the 
number of those that are exalting themselves 
above that which is God ; who are quenching the 
Spirit, despising prophesyings: may none of these 
continue to be found in the midst of us; for 
indeed, because of these things cometh the wrath 
of God ; and it is no wonder that among those his 
wrath has actually overtaken some of them. 

But how great is the Lord's mercy ; how great is 
his compassion, in still continuing among us. I 
believe it, my young friends, that there are those 
among you on whom he has laid his hand, whom 
he has tenderly visited. There are those among 
you whom he has instructed, even by the things 
that you are yourselves suffering. There are those 
among you whom he is instructing, by what you 
see, and hear, and feel; this, my friends, is his 
gracious day ; these are the renewed visitations of 
his love. May these repeated calls not be in vain. 

I believe also, friends, that there are those who 
are hindered with the robes of their o^n making ; 
those who have woven the very bonds, the very 
net wherewith now they are entangled ; and thus, 
friends, they are among the poor and the afflicted. 
But here is a fresh opportunity for all to lay hold 
of that grace which is sufficient for all. Here is a 
renewed extension of that divine and almighty 
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power unto which the Apostle directed the people; 
and which, most earnestly and affectionately do I 
desire to recommend to the attention of every one 
here ; even unto God, and the word of his grace, 
which is able to save those who have been thus 
entangled. 
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On one occasion of our blessed Saviour's personal 
appearance among his disciples^ the subject where- 
with he discoursed with them, and for which he 
was endeavoring to prepare them, must have 
appeared unto them to be of a very gloomy and a 
very affecting description of mourning and woe ; 
and very different from the views they might have 
entertained, when, after having been sent to preach 
the gospel, and having done it, clothed with the 
power of their Father, in whose name they had 
been, and wrought the miracles which always 
fdllowed ; when after having enquired of them, 
" When I sent you without purse or scrip, lacked 
ye any thing?" they were fiilly prepared to answer, 
"nay. Lord;" and moreover to acknowledge how 
even the evil spirits had been made subject unto 
them. But how discouraging must have been the 
subsequent address of him whom they obeyed as 
their Saviour and Redeemer— even he in whose 
power and whose name they had thus been enabled 
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to show forth the love aiKl the power of Omnipo- 
tence — ^when he told them, "But now I say unto 
you, he that has no sword, let him sell his gar- 
ment and buy one." And evidently, we may 
apprehend they took it in a literal sense, even to 
have meant weapons prepared of their own arms, 
for defending th^nselves and protecting them- 
selves ; and that they were to have recourse to a 
very different means of protection and of power, 
to that wherewith they had been so eminently 
clothed; even under the influence of which they 
had been enabled to wage war in righteousness 
against the man (^ sin and perdition; even to cast 
out evil spirits, the agents, the servants of the 
wicked one — the evil one. And how discourag- 
ing, also, when in addition to this, they were 
foretold into what a state of reduction and of 
straitening they should be brought; even to for- 
sake him, for whose sake they had left all, and 
forsaken all to follow him; for whose sake they 
had not even counted their lives dear unto them- 
selves; whom they had thus confessed before men ; 
who had promised that those who thus confessed 
him before men, he would confess, also, before his 
Father, and his holy angels ; and had forewarned 
them, that those who denied him before men, he 
would also deny them before his Father and his 
holy angels. And yet they were now foretold, how 
that in that very night they shoidd all be offended 
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because of him ; even how that Eril One, against 
whose power they bad been enabled gloriously to 
work, even to cast out evil spirits, was noyr going 
to be at war against them, in such a manner as 
even to sift them. ^^ Behold, Satan has desired to 
have you, that he may sift you even as wheat." 
Oh, how mournful this must have been; and this 
at the very eve when their blessed Lord— he in 
whom the whole of th^ hc^ and their strength 
was placed— was going, not cmly to be taken away 
from among them, but himself actually was to 
suffer— ^to suffer by the hands of sinners; was 
completely to be put to an open shame; was him- 
self to be crupified by the hands of m^i ; that the 
evil spirit was to prevail over him, the eternal Son 
of God, thus shamefully to entreat him, to revil^i 
him, to crucify him! O then, no wonder that 
they themselves were also scattered, while the 
Shepherd, in their view, was thus smitten; and 
that after all their former experience, that eac^h 
one should become scattered to his own way. Of 
all not one was left ; even Peter himself, who had 
exclaimed, when his blessed I^ord wqs informing 
him what they werp going to do, not in a day 
very remote, but even that very night; "Though 
all men should forsake thee, yet will I not. 
Though I should die with thee, yet will 1 not for* 
sake thee." O, how gloomy these words must, 
have been to them ; and how gloomy are they to 
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such of US who have made a good confession, even 
before many witnesses, upon this holy day ; who 
have, many of us, very preciously acknowledged, 
even in our very hearts, the excellence of this 
divine, redeeming love; divine, eternal, power, 
that has wrought very excdlently, very preciously 
upon us, even before many witnesses among those 
around us — ^witnesses, not only among those whose 
heads are covered with grey hairs, but also among 
many of the dear rising generation ; many dear 
young friends, who can unite in their testimony, 
many of them according to their own measure, and 
answer to the question, whether they will live to 
him whom they well know to be their Lord, to be 
their Master, to be their all : whom they have 
known both to have loved them, and proved him- 
self to them as the God of all comfort and conso- 
lation; and the God also of their strength and 
salvation, so far as they have followed him in the 
path of his commandments, in which they have 
thus far followed him; and he says to them, 
"When I sent you forth without scrip or staff, or 
any substance, in strippedness and abhorrence of 
yourselves, and no staff to lean upon, lacked ye 
any thing?" — I believe that there is the secret 
acknowledgment of many of you, remembering 
these things, giving the record to many such 
scenes; some mate publicly, of which others have 
been witnesses, and many of you more secretly. 
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hut whieh, howeyer, the soul knows right well. 
You can answer, "Nay, Loard; even the evil spi- 
rits, even the t^npter has been made subject 
through faith in thy divine name, through thy 
<]ivine and eternal power.'^ Oh, but now the day 
of trial is come ; but now, what trials await us, if 
some of us are jret pr^ared for those further oper- 
sticms of the day, even the day of the Lord; even 
a day of gloominess, a day of fearfiilness, a day 
of tofor, a day of trembling; and yet it is the day 
of the Loid. It was the day of the Itotd then ; it 
was the ^orious day of the Lord, even when the 
veiy earth trembled, and the sun was clothed with 
sackcloth ; it was then the day of the Lord, and a 
^orious day; a day to wMch the christian will 
turn, and to wMch he can never cease to look — 
and to which he cannot look without being repleur 
tshed with amazement suid wonder, without being 
|»epared to 09^, even under a sense of grat^l 
acknowledgment, that this was the very day of 
&e IabA ; wfatdi was the day in the which the 
mm itsdf hid its &faee, and put on sackdoth ; and 
yet it was the joyfiil day of the christian ; the day 
which, during the ages of eternity^ will continue 
to caU forth the united voke o£ praise from all the 
£mgeh€ hosts, and all the redeemed and renewed 
of our hciy and blessed Redeemer, Christ, who 
was once crucified, and who now lives for ever 
and ever. Oh, friends, if there are fiirther con- 
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flicts for us to endure ; if, instead of having to sit 
at ease ; if even war should be felt, after haFing 
come so far. Wo unto them that sit 9lt ease in 
Zion, and trust in the mountain of Samaria; 
instead of sitting at ease, you are now called to 
sorrow; now to be jnreparing for that day of 
gloominess, that day of terror, of increasing ccm- 
flict ; eren of increased sifting of the adversary. 
You are loudly, increasingly called upon to attend 
to the language uttered by our blessed Saviour to 
his disciples; ^'Can ye not watch with me one 
hour?'^ even one hour, at the very eve when that 
which had been told them was coming to pass? at 
the very eve— I don't wish to alarm; I wish to be 
very careful in what I may say— but at the very 
eve of what may still more particularly be coming 
upon some of us; even some of those circumstan- 
ces of more close trial; more close provings of our 
character ; more closely calling upon us to show 
forth on what foundation we stand ; more clos^ 
calling upon us to have our abiding in that state 
of watchfulness, prayer, persevering in well d(»i^, 
standing fast in the evil day ; and that after having 
done all, endured all, we may be enabled to stand. 
But, O, with such a gloomy description, and 
foretelling of what the Lord designs; when we 
know that we are going to be tried mightily ; O, 
how conscding is this gracious promise, "Lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the 
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wodd:'' and i^^, when ibe enemy comes in and 
makes his assault; ^'I have prayed for thee, that 
Ihy faith fail not'' O, in the v&cj midst of the 
most ^omy piospeet, and under the heaviest 
^brials, whatUesaed, gracilis words are these; ^^X 
hare piayed for thee, that thy faith fail not"— 
bowev^ dosely sifted; however closely taied; 
however brought to see that all the past expmence 
of divine aid, divine power, now fails, that the 
lemembranoe of it is not sujffieittit ; that aft^ hav- 
ing hitfl power ovra evil spirits, and witnessed the 
evil apint, the Evil One mibdued and cast down by 
divine power, through faith, now again to be 
isifted by it, and &ith to be so closely tried. O 
that I could open what a blessed view is presented 
to us in these words; "I have prayed for thee ;'* 
and Ufpsm ; ^^He ever liveth, making intercession 
lor us;'' and he has promised, ^^I am with you," 
with you always. O tliat this promise may sink 
'deeply, very deeply injto our hearts* O let 
none be dismayed; though of ourselves we can do 
nc^ing. Yea, if we have been enabled, through 
his divine power, to do any thing, <»r to be any 
thing, it has be^pi through his power alone, and 
not of us ; and if this is withdrawn from us in 
any wise, if the cause of this withdrawment is 
enquired into, it may bring us to close searching 
of heart among us ; if the cause of this withdraw- 
ment is in any wise to be attributed to our own- 
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selyes ; to tl^ prestunptuous mns we hare 
coinmitted, or the sin ot disobedience; whetlier 
the sins of omission or of commissicm hare becat 
committed ; and whetb^ there may be reason to 
ntter, on our own account, the ancient language; 
'^Oh, that thou hadst hearkened to my command- 
ments;" that there had be^a a continuance so to 
do, eveaoi by such who had known his comnumd* 
ments, to be as as a ^^ light to their feet, and a 
lamp to their path ;" who have kbown his com- 
mandments to be unto them life. '^O that thon 
hadst heatkened to my commandments, then thy 
peace had been as a river, and thy righteousness 
as the waves of the sea." But it is not so now ; 
that peace which may have been known, even by 
some of you, my young friends, for days, for 
weeks, and perhaps tor mcmths, to have been as a 
river that was flowing without intermission, now 
is not so : What is the catuse ? is it in any wise to 
be attributed, by any of you who 'vvalk by the 
same rule, and mind the same thing whereby ye 
are called? is it because any of you have con- 
cluded that now you might take your rest; 
that now the work was done, and there was no 
more need to be so much care ; that there was no 
need to continue in such a state of depaidance ; 
that there was no necessity to abide so continually 
in watchfulness and prayer? Is it not because 
divers of you can no longer be pointed to directly, 
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as having yomr abode in that state in which Saul 
W9S when it was said of him, ^^ Behold he prayeth ?" 
Afid it is a very precious description the Scripture 
gtyes of his conversicm ; BsttA I believe, and I am 
grateful to b^eve, that this is the v^y description 
that might be given of s<»ne of you at the pres^it 
time^-Bdiold he prayeth, she prayeth. And, 
however, they may eat no pleasant bread; and 
though every day their bread may be mingled 
with prayers ; and though these prayers may be 
accompanied widi secret weeping; and though 
they way be in a situation where they themselves 
are made of no reputation ; yet it is a situation 
very precious in my sight ; it is even that very 
situaticm wherein the offering is acceptable in the 
divine sight, bdmg the offering of the heart, bro« 
ken and contrite; not by our own works; man has 
nothing whatever to do with this ; it is the power 
cf the Lord to make the heart soft and contrite ; 
and yet it is an offering in which we naturally 
have no pleasure, and see no form, nor beauty, 
nor comeliness ; yet it is well accepted with God. 
And I wish that each of you in whom such an 
offering is prepared, may remain under the divine 
arm; may keep your station; may keep to that 
very condition in which the Lord having heard 
youhasministered unto you. ^^ Surely I have heard 
Ephrum cry, bemoaning himself thus; Hiou 
art chastising me, and I was chastised, as a bul- 
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lock unaccustomed to the jroke;^' wilUng to bafe 
the reins in my own hand, not willing to bow mj 
neck to the yoke of Christ. Bat what is the Ian* 
guage of yomr supplication now, while thus feeling 
the chastening ot the Most High i — ^"Tum tboa 
me, and I shall be turned, fer thou art my Grod.^' 
What is the language of each of you, after having 
been turned; after having known that the vcnce of 
your supplication was heard ? — ^'^ When I was con- 
verted, I smote upon my thigh ; I was ashamed 
when I remembered the mns of my youth.^' O, it 
is very profitable for us. I think it has been one 
of the most profitable lessons I havQ ever learned, 
though it is a very humbling one; when we 
remember that firom our youth up, this depraved 
heart has continued to sin ; for some of us may 
say, "the sins of my youth, and of my old age;" 
and when remembering them, may we be ashamed, 
yea even confounded. But, O the mercy, the 
compassion of God ; in the midst of such con« 
ftision, such shame, he is pleased to speak com>* 
fortably unto us. 

But, O friends, try to keep up a holy watchful* 
ness, for there may be something coming, more 
closely to try the faith of some of us, than what 
we have seen yet ; more closely to bring us to see 
the abimdant need we have to repair always to the 
Gk)d of strength, to be always of the number of 
those who can be pointed to, and of whom it may 



y Google 



MR. STEPHEN GREILET. 93 

be said, "Behold he prayeth." And thus I have 
desired that my Mends and myself may be pre- 
pared for the hour of temptation ; that we may be 
engaged renewedly to repair to the house of prayer; 
may be willing to keep more and more on the 
dirine arm; and be brought more under this hum- 
bling, this repeated conviction, that of ourselves 
we can do nothing; that the remembrance of the 
past, the acknowledgment of the past is not suffi- 
cient for the present; and much less sufficient to 
that day of trouble, that day of gloom, that day 
of terror ; that day wherein some of us may be 
brought very awfully to tremble, and to say, "My 
belly trembleth, my lips quiver, rottenness hath 
entered into my bones ; for it is a day of terror.'^ 
O, I wish our minds may be prepared for it ; that 
we might find a place in the day of trouble : and 
there is a refuge for us, the word of promise is 
sure — ^'^I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." 
O precious promise of the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible ; he who was found of us, though we 
sought him not. O, he has led his people about, 
who have trusted in him, and kept them as the 
apple of his eye ; and he hath said, " Whien thou 
passest through the waters they shall not over- 
whelm thee, for I am with thee." O, how pre- 
cious is the promise. And there is that which I 
apprehend may loudly call upon some of us, with 
increased watchfulness and prayer, to seek to have 
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our refuge in Him who continues to be ^^ a refuge 
in the day of trouble ; a shelter from the tempest, 
when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm 
against the wall." 
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Mr. JOHN PEASE.* 

"Thou, Solomon, my son, know thou the God of 
thj father, and serve hun with a perfect heart, 
and with a willing mind : for the Lord searcheth all 
hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of 
the thoughts. If thou seek him he will be foimd 
of thee, but if thou forsake him, he. will cast thee 
off for ever." Now whilst I am aware, my friends, 
that these words have been very frequently ad- 
dressed to those who are young in years, and 
whilst to such they may be considered peculiarly 
applicable; they have been revolving over my 
spirit, and seeming to be capable of conveying the 
deepest instruction to every individual, from the 
youngest to the eldest, from the least to the most 
experienced; we are to remember that these are 
not the words of disappointed ambition — they are 
not the words of one who had lived a life of seclu- 

♦ Mr. Johm Pease, son of Mr. Edward Pease, of Darlington, 
is a grocer and tea-dealer, and resides at Stockton-on-Tees ; is a 
young and energetic preacher, and has visited different parts of 
England as a Minister of the gospel. 
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gion, who knew nothing, either of the temptations 
or of the vicissitudes of this world; but they are 
the language of a king, they are the language of 
one, who, though bom to live as by the sheq)-fold, 
bad been led about and instructed, had been kept, 
and preserved, and strengthened by the hand of 
Omnipotence, imtil the Lord did make him the 
sovereign ruler over his own people of Israel, and 
had at length given him rest fix>m aU his enemies 
round about him : and we are likewise to remem- 
ber that they are not the words of a father address- 
ing a son of whom he knew but little, but the words 
which were delivered to one who his &ther well 
knew was to be the governor of a great people, and 
particularly a son whom he had reason to believe 
should be the man who should build unto tlie Lord 
a house, a holy temple. So, dear Mends, we axe 
likewise to bear in mind that they are ^ words 
of a dying parent, anxious, above all things anxious, 
for the welfare of a son peculiarly beloved, and 
anxious for the welfaxe of a people over whom he 
was to be the future governor: if therefore the 
words of any mortal can have any weight added to 
them by a long and an eventful life, by very great 
experience, and by every motive which could in- 
duce the parent to give the best advice to his son, 
these words are such. ^^ Thou, Solomon, my son, 
know thou the God of thy father, and serve him 
with a perfect heart and with a willing mind; for 
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tbe Idftd seareboth all faeaxts^ and un^istandelh 
1^ the imaginations o£ the thmighta; if thou seek 
him he mil he found of thee, hut if thou forsake 
him^ he will east thee off for eyer/' And, my 
iAextda, to this v^cy hma we have abundant con- 
finBttkion of the ex^dlenee of the exhortation ; we 
have seen firom the days of David to this day, that 
those who are engaged to know the God of their 
fisitheES, are they that do prosper, do airive to ahij^ 
degree of piety, do, for the most part» live in favor 
with God and man ; and thence, we have abundant 
eattte to believe, and we do feel it in the secret of 
our own souls, that it is indeed an excellent thing 
to bemade acquainted with the God of our fathers 
now ; .for m^withstanding all the opportunities 
wfatcHdring Solcmion had, and his father David 
had, of becoming acquainted with the Lord of 
hosts, the Giod c^ Israel, we who are living in these 
goapd dagra have abundantly more opportunities for 
thus coming to him, and becoming acquainted wi& 
him as our Creator, and our God; for we have op^i 
befoiie us the sacred pages which show unto us the 
espm^H^e of holy men of old, who testified of the 
promised Messiah before he came; pf hiscoihingin 
the flesh ; of what he did for us, without us ; of 
what he is« aiming to do within us, in the great 
and incalculable blessing which he hath given to 
us, in jthat promised Spirit which he gives to us ; 
therefore we are enabled, far more entirely than ever 



y Google 



98 MB. JOBir PJBAflOi. 

Solomon was enabled, to become acqunirted wkh 
the God of our fotbers* And, O, saitb nqr Bml, 
that, having these manifold adranti^es, we najr 
fall, one and all, bdfore Him who leign^ over«U, 
and seek day by day to beof»ae acquainted witbhoBi. 
And, O, dear Mends, how gmcions andhownreiei* 
fill hath the Lord of Hosts been, to all 4lioie w1m> 
hare been willing to be his ohUcben and Us pe^le. 
From the days of the pn^hets whom he anoinied, to 
those of the apostles whom he sent forth to testify 
of Jesus, his own Son, and to the diQRS of thoee 
who ware the first instramentsirftptkrai^nsaiio 
a religious society, there hare never been wanting 
the strength, and the power, and the proofl^aed 
seal of the Lord of Hosts, to all wlio are wiUiag 
'to be his faithfiil servants ; and pecuMady thoee 
whose name we, as a distinct soei^, bear. My 
heart has been led to meditate upon wliat tbey 
w^re ; and I am firmly convinced that that they 
were men fearing Ood, and hating co^ettMUNMSs. 
I am firmly convinced that tbey were men who 
loved not their lives unto the death, if they m%ht 
be made instrumental in bringing forward this 
gospel-day. Tbey left all for the sake of Christ; 
4hey sought not their awn, but the wel&re of the 
souk of the sons and daughters of Adam. And 
accordingly, my dear firiiends, we find, that thou|^ 
many of them were husbands, and parents, yet 
thqr had little of this woorld; but the Spirit did 
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anoint them: and he who wnmgfat powerftdly 
through an apostle of old, dad through them, to 
the SATing of many souls, and the openmg of 
man^ hearts; and no doubt, but through them, 
many sons and daughters were gathered to God; 
and not only so, but having witnessed a good con- 
fiayBsioa, they were enabled to lay down thehr own 
li<r08 ; when ftey were imkd, they bore it pati* 
ently; and when the hour came in whidi they 
were to leave all below, th^ were enabled to 
testify that their peace did flow as a river; and 
that he who was \nik them through life, was with 
ifaem to the end. And their spirits were so filled 
with asense of it, that it seemed as if their earthly 
labenlaole could no longer hold tl^m, but they 
must rise in the sliMgth <tf the Almighty, into the 
entire eiijeyment g€ that fulness. 

And widi respect to their writings, though 
generally men unlelunied ; though many of them 
weire written in haste; and many under very pecu- 
Ikr drcumstances ; yet, taken as a whole, I am 
enabled to say*-and I think I may say that I am 
daily more confirmed in the opinion*-ihat the 
greater our attainments are, the more we shall be 
enabled to appreciate the extent of their religious 
experiesice; the amazing views they had of the 
excellence^ of the transcendent excellence, of these 
glorious gospel days. So, my dear friends, while 
I would not that we should call ax^ man master; 
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or follow any men further than they trode in the 
steps of him who is the Head of all ; yet I dedre 
that we should not count light of those who, in 
my view, were sons of the morning, and bumiiig 
and shining lights ; and whose writings, I am per- 
(iuaded, shall never fall to the ground. I adnut 
&at the homeliness of the phraseology may sot 
eome to our hearts with that ^joyment wUdi 
some of more modem days may do; yet I am pet* 
suaded, that when the soul is humbled by ftsting, 
watching, and prayer ; and when life comes to be 
of no reputation in our eyes ; and when our talents, 
and zeal, and learning, occupy that place wbicb 
they ought; that there may be many seasons, 
when we may retire to these tdum^, and find 
that they answer to our experience, as tiife fece of 
man answers to the face in the glass. And so, my 
Aear friends, did we but look at what tltese men 
did, and forfeited ; how they left-^ir wives, and 
families, and estates, and honors, and all tltttl 
man calls dear, and went into los^some prisons ; 
for their eyes were single, and they chose the 
Lord of life and peace as their Captain and Leader; 
and the King eternal, immortal, and invisible, to 
be their Ood ; and flierefore they went on with 
steady isteps. And can we, who must confess 
with shame and confusion of face, that we are of 
the number of the double-minded ; can we sup- 
pose, that in tbe very nature of things, we cam see 
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tilings as clearly as they saw them, who had 

renounced the world, and all its vanities, and on 

idKmi they ceased to »,ercise any considerable 

wvay. 

Now, my dear Mends, far be it from me to 

esudt any man to the deprecis^on of another; or 

any rank of society to a station of which it is 

nnwc^thy ; but I do desire, that inasmuch as we 

see thsU they were delivered from a great deal of 

the mists in which we are involved in the present 

day; so we may give them credit for the clearness 

of th^ views, in ih^ writings, and have our eyes 

turned to them, and seek to know whether those 

things which they say are true ; yea or nay. And 

though I would not call on any one to set his seal 

to every line in their writings ; yet I should bq 

greiUly surprised, if a large proportion of us cannot 

set our seals to the sum and substance of what we 

tl^re find. Therefc^ey my dear friends, young 

smd old, ^know ye the God of your fathers ; and 

serve, him with a perfect heart, and with a willing 

mind ; for the Lord searcheth all hearts.^' Now, 

I am firmly convinced, that in the unbelief and 

hardness o^ heart, and double-mindedness that 

tft^ce is among us^ that many of us feel and lament 

that we are not seeking the Lord with all our heart; 

but with a divided heart, and with an unwilling 

mind; and we are weak, because we are not lovii^ 

him as God over all, to the renunciation of every 
k2 
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other thing that may retard our progress, be it 
what it may. And, my dear friends, let us lo<dc to 
(he matter, and see whether it be so or not. We 
all acknowledge, thai the reading c^ the Sacred 
volume, and attending our religious meetings, tend 
to our advancement in the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus, and our knowledge of Grod ; and yet they 
are too often counted light of, and too often omit- 
ted. Now let us return to the unflattering witness, 
and ask whether these things ought so to be. Let 
Its ask whether He, who will not give his glory to 
another, is likely to give his blessing, till there is 
not room to receive it, while there is such an 
imperfect serving of him ? No ; poor and feeble as 
natural reason is, it cannot but confess the tiruth of 
this. My soul doth not bear hard upon any ma}i; 
as I feel the need of the mercy of God for myself, 
I feel for the weakness of any brother oir sistet ; 
and 1 have had 6cme view of the difficulties 
which many have to get a living ; who are tuider 
the necessity of rising early, and sitting up late, to 
get food for their families ; but my soul dotli feel, 
that apart from all this, there is a spirit ^hich u 
seeking God, with a divided and an imperfect 
heart, and with an unwilling mind ; and which is 
not receiving] and yielding to the wholesome 
advice of the royal tkther to his royal son, to 
^ serve him with a perfect heart, and with a will- 
&ig mind ;'' for my fiiemls, the Lord search^ all 
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hearts ; and wh9AMo&v&t I may belienre it my doty 
to utter widiin ^se walls, and whatever others 
may utter, or think, m their places, the maa 
and substauee of the whole of it comes to this, 
that the Lord ^^ seatcheth all hearts, and under- 
standeth all the imaginations of the thoughts;^ 
and if I am not rery much mistaken, there aie 
imaginations within these walls, which the Lord 
is searching ; and his controversy is with tbei^ 
imaginations, which set at nought the whole (tf 
Christianity ; those imaginations which would 
defy the Lord of Hosts himself, abd set at nought 
his only Son; those imaginations whidi would 
scoff at a poor foUowo* of the Lamh of Ood; those 
who are hig^ in their own imaginations, and lifted 
up m vanity and self-concdt But, my friends, 
the Lord searcheth all hearts; and yet a littia 
whil^, smd the veil idiaU be rent off all hearts; 
and yet a very few hours, and the King c^ all, 
seated on his thrcme, shall call them before hii 
judgment-seat ; and O^n, well will it be for them, 
tf they do not fed that awfbl ai^rehwdon, which 
would amount to hnguage like this : ^^O that the 
mountains would fell qn us, and the bills would 
cover us from him that sitteth on the throne.^' 
They will be uttorly unaUe to beat his unveiled 
majesty ; they will fidl down b^ore him, a poor 
mass of ruins, when once his mighty word goes 
forth. But it may be said, '^why doth he thirt 
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hftth all power in heaven and in eartb, penmt the 
poor wr^ch to exalt himsdf against him? My 
fikods, it is not for ns to determine these things ; 
we know diat he ^^sanleth his r^n on the evil and 
the good; and cans^ his mm to shine on the just 
aswell as on the unjust;^ ^^inihiswQ^d the tares 
and the wheat are permitted to grow np together; 
but wh^i the harvest doth come, the wheat will 
be gathered into his gamer, but the tares will be 
consumed wiUi fire.^' Now, whilst my soul hath 
been made senstUe of some of these things, and 
tb^ hare been tnroi^Iit to my mind with a degree 
of influence, which no words C£m set forth ; I dare 
m>t but coirfess that I feel, that the Lord God 
omnipotent r^gneth; and that he will one day 
•how himself to be tl^ God of those who know 
aaid serve him, and that he wUl exalt them in the 
&c^ of every one to whom they have been the 
o^ects of scorn; that Ijordof g^iy^ who hadhis 
birth-place in a manger ; who was led as a lamb 
to the sla»ghter ; and who was dumb as a sheep 
before its sh^urers, waa that Bock which si^plied 
all those that went before him ; and he will sus- 
tmn all those who shall yet trust in him; and 
though the wise of this world may exalt them- 
selves, and would tread them and their Leader 
und^ their feet, yet they never csi;n overcome that 
which is fixmi evedasting; th#y never can bear 
down that which has the supiprjt of Omnipotence. 
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Therefore mj firtends, askd my balered young' 
fziiends^ who feel that there is in you^ that whieh 
isnotof yon; who feel within 7<»i tibe rising opeir* . 
ation of that Spirit which the Lamb of God died 
to purchase ; be not afraid of mmi, nor of their 
revilings ; for *^ what is man, whose l^eath is in 
his nostrils T' That which is in you, whidi is 
from the Ood of heaven, shall not be taken from 
jrou, though all the world should be moved against 
you, and all the children of m&i should be set in 
array to oppose ; though flie enemy diould come 
in like a flood, yet still that good, that precious 
part shsdl never be taken from you, if you let it 
not go; and though you maybe dei^^sed by the 
princes of this worfd, you will be' able to ngoice 
before the Lord, as plants of his own right hand 
planting. And while you are abased under a sense 
of your own weakness and unworthiness,' you wiU 
see how it is with those who hseve rejected the 
lowly Jesus ; you will see how they labor for hap- 
piness, and walk in search of pleasure, and waste 
their lives in seeking enjoyment; see how they 
grow up to old age, feeble, and disappointed, and 
dreary ; and see how they lay down their heads, 
unclothed with blessings, and unattended by 
mourners. And then look at those who have cho- 
sen the Lord as their portion, and the God of 
Jacob as their inhmtance. See, their steps are 
steady ; while passing through life they kiK)w at 
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lAat they are aiming ; and as ihey approach the 
solemn grave, a freshness, more green, clothes their 
spirits, and the blessings ot many rest upon them ; 
and when you reflect upon their character, you 
will have fhe precious consolation, that he or she 
has been gathered as a shock of com, fully ripe> 
lAto the gamer. 

My friends, it is of the amazing 'gck)dness of 
God^ that we should be permitted to mark the 
path of the righteous and the unrighteous ; that 
we should have these evidences that ^the Lord is^ 
and that he is a rewarder of all those who diligently 
seek Mm.'* And tibose who have known, and 
&ose who have known and loved, those brothers, 
and sisters, and friends, who have departed, may 
feel the consolation that, as to those who sleep in 
Jesus, the everlasting rest is certain, and the glo- 
rious goal is sure ; and if it were but to leave to 
our surviving relatives that consolation, who would 
not desire to tread the path of the righteous, and 
that his last end should be like his. But, my 
friends, ''the Lord searcheth all hearts, and under- 
standeth all the imaginations of the thoughts ;'* 
and it is not at this hour only, or for one day only, 
but he searcheth them from the rising of the sun, to 
the going down of the same. And, my friends, I 
do awfully feel at this moment, that there may be 
individuals here, who would tremble from head to 
foot, if there were some mortal eye which could 
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866 them, from day to day, and from week to 
week, and understand all their thoughts; but what 
would that be to the eye of the Lord of Hosta? 
0, my friends, do but lay these things to heart; 
do but consider, that there is not an act of our 
lives that can be so secret, not one of all our 
thoughts so private, but that it is known to Him 
that liveth and reigneth over all ; by Him it is 
clearly seen; and for all these things we must be 
brought into judgment And when the Lord com«L 
eth to the temple of our hearts, there will be no 
entrance for him there, to our peace and joy, 
unless all these are repented o^ and we can hum- 
bly believe that our sins have been washed away 
in the blood of Christ, and we put our trust in 
Him, as the only Mediator. O, I greatly fear 
that there are those now present who have much 
to repent of, and who have miich to do, before 
they can be clothed in the white linen of Christ's 
righteousness, and appear in that spotless robe, in 
which alone they can appear with acceptance 
before God. ^^O that he would arise and shake 
terribly the earth, that those things which cannot 
be shaken may alone remain.'' But, while this 
consideration clothes the q>irit of the sinner with 
fearfulness, it rejoices the souls of the righteous ; 
they know that if they open their hearts before 
God, their sins wiU go before than into judgment, 
and will not be found against them; andwh^ithe 
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messenger death shall ccmie, the temple will be 
prepared to receire him. O, the vast differeBce 
between the sinner, who trembles to think that 
God is present, and the righteous, who r^oices 
that he is present But, my £rkndS| the whofe 
gospel message is, after all, a message of recon- 
ciliation ; and he who lived long before the gospel 
day, could say, ^^If thou seek the L<^, he will 
be found of thee.*' Now, as kmg as there is 
within us a heart to seek the Lord, we mey believe 
that he will be found of us. 

But while I feel for those who are not serving 
God, or not serving him entirely; I am desuKn^ 
of addressing those who sm^e God with a sincere 
heart, and with a willing mind ; but whose hands 
hang down, whose knees smite against each other, 
and who can get no further than between the porch 
and the altar, and can only say, ^^Lord, spare thy 
people." And to them I would say, " greater is 
he that is for you, than all that are against you." 
^^ Yet a little while, and he that shall come will 
come, and will not tarry ;" and you shall see the 
lifting up of his banner, and run to it, and fight 
under it, and fear nothing ; for as you keep near 
the banner, and near the tower, and near the 
Captain, nothing shall overcome you, and lay you 
low; . but "he who hath all power in heaven and in 
earth, will bear you in his hand; he will go before 
you, and be your rereward." Now, my dear 
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friencbi, may we not thus admonish each other; 
thou, my brother, my sister, "know thou the God 
of thy &thers, oad serve him with a perfect heart, 
and with a willing mind ; for the Lord searcheth 
all hearts, and understandeth aU the imaginations 
of the thoughts. If thou seek him, he will be 
found of thee ; but if thou forsake him, he will 
cast thee off f(Hr ev^.'* And in proportion as we 
thus feel towa^s each other, we may hope that in 
that proportion, will our church, and the universal 
church, come to be adorned with those beautiful 
gannenis, with which our Lord and Saviour can 
md«m it ; we, as individuals, shall become increas- 
ingly gloiious ; and the shout of a King shall be 
heard amongst us ; and we shall h^-ye the well 
grounded hope, that as we are gathered, one by 
one, from those we love, and those we love ten- 
derly, here on earth, we shall, one by one, be 
gathered to the general assembly, and church of 
the first-bom, whose names are written in heaven. 
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'^WOBSHIP the Lord in the beauty dfholixiess, inr 
newness of life." This must well become our 
state, and our situation, if we are ever eoqwri* 
mentally to witness for ourselves, what it is to 

* Mr. Tliomai Shillito, now neaily 80 yean of age» has been 
inany years a preacber, and is a natire of Yorlcdilro ; be resided 
sereral years at Tottenham, Middlesex, whef# be carried on the 
business of shoe-maker, from which he has some years retired. 
This gentleman wears more the appearance of what onr imagi- 
nation might picture of a Friei^ of the old school, than any one 
known to the writer ; his diess is rery plain, and grey, and his 
neck unencumbered with cravat ; his manners warm, yet simj^e 
and earnest ; in his preaching he often avows himself die foe of 
•xtravagance in dress, or in furniture, of which he sets so strong 
an example, that in trarelling, he frequently walks with a great 
ooat slung at his back, which may also remind us of some of the 
earliest ministers of the christian faith. This gentleman has 
travelled extensively to preach the gospel in Denmark, Russia, 
Prusua, and Germany ; in Denmark be was remarkably well 
received by the Royal Family. 

Mr. Shillito has also visited Niurth America, where it is 
believed his preaching was veiy acceptable ; it is related of , him, 
that while there, he was determined to be nnblaated by the dis- 
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^^ present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accep- 
table) to God, which is our reasonable service;'' 
considering the altogether dependant situation we 
are placed in to the Almighty, for every temporal 
and every spiritual blessing we enjoy. I am aware, 
my Mends, this is a high, a great attainment; but 
at the same time, I am confirmed in the belief, 
that it is that grace, that it is that piety, which 
our heavenly Falh^r 4esi|^s each one of us should 
know, and witness being brought into. But if 
this becomes our merciful experience, we must be 

iMnnons »o prerale&t among the American Friends; and that 
findings the aubject often conversed upon in the family where he 
was iatroduced, he told them plainly that he must change his 
quarters, and take up his abode with some persons not of the 
society, if they could not consent to be silent on these disputed 
subjects. A resohition on his part, eminently calculated to ren- 
der his preaching useful to the reflecting portion of the American 
people ; and an example well worth the attention of many preach- 
ers, who are too apt to shew more zeal than knowledge about the 
profession of religious opinions ; whale, after all, it is asserted, on 
▼ery high authority, that by their actions, men are to be judged. 
Mr. Shillito has resided for some time past at Hitchin, in 
Hertfordshire. 

Mr. Shillito, on his visit to Germany, was much concerned at 
the public amusements and inattention so c<»nmon there on the 
Sabbath; and, after much difficulty, obtained an interview of 
King George IV. on the subject, in Windsor Great Park ; the 
King having before promised Mr. S. to read any thing that might 
be given to his attendants, but requested Mr. S. not to preach to 
him ; but Mr. S. much preferred a personal interview, which he 
at last obtained, when the King was riding out in the Park. 
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wilHng to have al] that is high in us brought low ; 
to have that brought back, that has been rambling 
up and down in the world, in search of the gratis 
fications of time and sense ; that so we may, in 
adorable mercy and loving kindness, come to 
experience that in us, whereby, with holy certainty, 
we shall be able to behold the Lamb of Grod that 
taketh away sin; to beSiold our holy Redeemer, in 
his various characters, as our Intercessor, as our 
Advocate with the Father; and have that renewed 
ability, from day to day, whereby a capacity will 
be received to worship him in the beauty of holi- 
ness, and in newness of life. And, therefore, toy 
friends, I desire on my own account, and I desire 
on your account, that we may in good earnest, be 
willing, from day to day, to press after those bless* 
ings, and this happy experience, that so we may 
be found standing among the people, in those 
characters which our heavenly Father designs we 
should be; "as lights of the world; as a city set 
on a hill, which cannot be hid;*' that so, others 
beholding our circumspect, our upright walk, in 
all fear before the Lord, may be willing to come 
forward and covenant with him. 
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" You have I known, among all the families of the 
earth," these words, we may remember are the 
declaration of the Almighty to one of his servants 
of old, ** You have I known, among all the families 
of the earth ;" how convincingly was this decla- 
ration verified respecting our religious society in 
the beginning, so much so, that their opposers, 
their persecutors, some of their bitterest enemies 
were constrained to acknowledge, that the work oi 
reformation which they were called unto, was of 
the Lord; and they found that those who opposed 
them, would be found fighting againt God. What 
was this work of reformation which they were called 
luito ? why that of endeavoring to win the love and 
the aflfection of mankind from the world and sin, 
in order that they might come to experience them 
to be set on heaven and heavenly things; turned 
from the world unto Christ : and how strikingly 
were they made examples of the all-sufficiency, of 

the never-failing arm of Omnipotence, to effect this 
L2 
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great, this necessaiy woik; this great, this neces- 
sary change of heart; but alas, my friends, how 
sorrowfully is it manifest to beholders, that we 
have departed, and we axe more and more departing 
from their footsteps, from that path of true self- 
denial, and the daily cross which the feet of their 
minds trode, and in which the feet of our minds to 
the present day would have been preserved, had we 
cleaved unto the God of our worthy forefathers with 
a- perfect heart, with a willing mind; and because 
of that sorrowful departure in heart fix)m the Lord, 
and from his great and glorious cause, how are we 
wandering into the bye ways, and into the crooked 
paths of the enemy, and the adversary of our souls; 
how are we as a society in the general way suflFering 
the world, and the things of the world to have the 
preference in our love and affections, how does 
the desire increase and manifest itself amongst us 
all; that accumulation for the sake of accumulation, 
in order that parents may enable their children to 
make a display, a figure of elegance in the world, 
in order that they may gain the respect of the world ; 
O my friends, I can say, I go mourning on my 
way under a powerful sense hereof. O how our 
religious society is increasingly approximating to 
the spirit of the world, for in proportion as we 
increase in our desires after the accumulation of 
wealth for accumulation sake, or firom a desire to 
enable us and our children to make a splendid 
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appearance in the w<»rld, sxkd to gain the respecta* 
bility of the world; in that same proportion we 
shall depart from the true fear of God; we shall 
violate his holy commands in our own souls, this 
must be the case with us my friends, and spiritual 
death will be found to progress in us ; and therefore 
it behoves us weU to see, and well to consider that 
high and holy precession we are making among 
men, and to compare our example with the pro- 
fession we are making, and to see how far our 
example is corresponding with that profession 
which we are making. O my friends, I feel sorrow 
in observing that disposition so increasingly pre- 
valent for accumulation, that desire to be conformed 
imto this world, instead of being willing to submit 
to that transforming power which would make us 
what we ought to be in the divine sight, and would 
produce a uniformity of conduct with our profes- 
sion. I say, I lament for the earnest desire that 
many manifest for accumulation ; and the earnest 
desire that is also manifest to make a splendid 
appearance among men ; the desire that is mani- 
fest to obtain worldly respectability. And I feel, 
often feel, the need there is for me to acquire, and 
to abide in, a state of watchfulness unto prayer ; 
lest I myself should be caught in this snare, which 
our spiritual adversary has been laying for the feet 
of the minds of the members of our religious soci- 
ety. But, my friends, I hope I can in truth say. 
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the watcb-word has been^ especiaUjr so of later 
times, poweifully proclaimed in the ear of my 
soul, when looking at the life of ease, indulgence, 
and creature gratification, which many, who in 
profession think like myself are living in; — the 
watch-word continues to be, ^^ Desire ncme of their 
dainties, desire noi^ of their dainties, for there is 
death in the pot in wbidi they axe all mixed up." 
This, I am persuaded of it my Mends, is the case, 
and will be found to be the case, that death will 
. be more and more experienced to the soul ; there 
will be, and increasingly so too, experienced, a 
departure firom that pure "fear of the Lord, which 
is a fountain of life, preserving firom the snares of 
death.*' Desire none of their dainties. O, may it 
prove a watch-word to individuals present, who 
may be in a strait betwixt two, who may be strug- 
gling with a temptation to venture after that accu- 
mulation, and at the same time with desires to be 
preserved fit>m it O that those that are inclined 
to seek this world's good may take warning ; may 
those remember, there will be death found in the 
pot, if they yield to dispositions^ inclinations, 
thoughts, and desires, that are opposed to the 
divine mind and will concerning them; and if any 
present be putting those things which have been 
proclaimed in their ears this morning far away 
from them, sooner or later, most assuredly, they 
will be verified in their view ; and if this should 
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be the case, a&d it may be so, in a day not looked 
for, and an hour unexpected, their sorrows will 
begin. But there is safely for us, my friends; and 
I more and more find it to be a truth, that there 
is no safety for us short of our being concerned, 
from day to day, to sit low, as at the feet of our 
holy Redeemer, waiting to hear the gracious words 
that proceed firom his divine lips, and manifesting 
an unreserved willingness for obedience thereunto; 
and then, as this becomes the case, however our 
corrupt natures may tempt us ; however the spirit 
of the world may tempt us ; however our unwea- 
ried enemy and adversary may tempt us, this will 
never fail us; but from time to time it will become 
our merciful experience, "The Lord on high is, 
mightier than the noise of many waters; yea, 
than the mighty waves of the sea;" and from sea- 
son to season, under all our trials, or temptations, 
or exercises, or discouragements, the Lord will 
not fail us; but as patience has its perfect work in 
us, as we are willing to abide every trying dis- 
pensation of his unerring wisdom, in his due and 
appointed time, he will make a sure, a certain, 
and an effectual way for our escape. 
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If we are endeavoring, daily endeavoring, for it 
must become a daily work ; if we are daily endea* 
voring after a willingness to become entirely sub- 
ject to the all-controlling power of Christ; willing 
to become subject to his redeeming influence ; I 
believe we shall, more and more, be made instru- 
mental, in the divine hand, of setting the example 
of increasing dedication to God; be made instru- 
mental in the divine hand, of encouraging each 
other to be willing to harmonize together in the 
true christian walking. Hereby, my friends, we 
shall be made instrumental in exalting the pre- 
cious standard of truth and of righteousness, before 
the people; individually becoming preachers of 
righteousness, in life and conversation, holding 
out the inviting language to those who may be 
looking towards us as examples, "Follow ye mei 
as ye see I am following Christ." But on the con- 
trary, if we are satisfying ourselves with a name 
to live upon Him, when at the same time we are 
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spiritually dead, as to a daily acquaintance with 
this willingness to become entirely subject to his 
all-controlling Spirit and pow^ ; if we are thus 
strangers to his quickening influence ; are satisfy* 
ing ourselves with a bare profession of being his 
followers ; with a profession of being alive unto 
hini) when at the same time, we are spiritually 
dead ; having resolved to walk after the sight of 
our own eyes, and after the desires of our ovra 
hearts; is there not reason for us to fear that we 
are becoming instrumental in causing the way of 
life and salvation to be evil spoken of? Is there 
not cause for us to fear that we are becoming 
instrumental in stumbling the honest enquirer 
Zion-ward, who may be looking towards us as 
examples? instrumental in turning the blind out 
of the right way of the Lord, which all his true 
disciples and followers must be found daily, aye, 
daily, steadily, persevering in; in that strait, 
and in that narrow way, which remains to be the 
same as ever it was ; calling upon those who are 
concerned and engaged, to be found travelling 
on in it; to be willing to take up their daily cross; 
their corrupt dispositions and inclinations ; deny- 
ing themselves of every thing which the righteous 
controversy of Gk)d is with ; following on from day 
to day to know the Lord for themselves, and to 
become acquainted with all his divine mind and 
wiU concerning them; renewedly endeavoring 
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after that daily portion of heaveoly bread, that 
soul-sustaining food, which only, and alone, is 
sufficient to nourish the soul up unto life — ever^ 
Ijeist^ig life. 
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^ I f LAKTED thee a noble vine, wholly a right 
seed ; how then art thou become unto me as a 
strimge pla&t, as a degenerate vine?''— [t/er^mta^, 
ii. 21.] It hafh appeared, my dear friends, to be 
right for me at this time to repeat in our hearing 
these words of the Most Hi^, as spoken by the 
mouih of one of his servants ; and yet not by way 
of accusation, but by way of warning. And I 
have had a little to do, in c<«iddering by what 
means those persons, to whom this language was 
addressed, became thus degen^ate; and I have 
had to believe it w^us through disobedience; it 
was for want of cultivating the ground of their 
own hearts, in which the Lord had been pleased 

* The late Mr. Isaac St^henson, fonnerlj of Stockton^ com 
miller, latterly resided at Manchester, lliis gentleman was very 
much esteemed as a preacher, and in that oapacitj travellei, at 
the expense of the Society in North America. At the time\>f hiy 
d eof a s b^ Uk, the j^vt 1830, he was travdUng as a preacher in 
Ireland: Of this gentleman, the Society hare puhlished a 
Memorial, which notices his character in very handsome terms. 
M 



y Google 



122 MR. ISAAC STEPHENSON. 

to plant, or to sow, his holy seed: and I hare 
been led to consider the danger of our getting into 
this state ; into that state in which the Israelites 
were, and which is described by the figure I have 
mentioned: it appears to me to be yeiy great. 
And it was also said concerning this people, that 
they brought forth findt unto themselves, and not 
unto the Lord; and this is the same thing as 
living imto ourselves. In this way, as respects 
us individually, we may frustrate the gracious 
designs of the Almighfy concerning us, by sending 
his Son into the world, who indeed died for our 
sins; — ^^^he died for us and rose again, that we 
might not henceforth live unto ourselves, but unto 
him that died for us and rose again.'' If, there&re, 
we are principally concerned to seek our own ease, 
to seek the grati^ation of our own desires, as we 
are i^ our first and fallen state — ^the^, indeed, we 
^e living to. ourselves; we are sowing imto the 
fleshy and of the flesh we shall reap corruption, if 
we continue in this line of conduct But the 
Lord,,{ do believe, is hovering over us to do us 
good; seeking to turn oiur feet into the path of 
peace, that we may know our evil nature to be 
crucified, and may come to live the life of faith in 
the Son of God, who loved us, and gave himself 
for us. 

It remains to be a truth, that ^^all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God;'' and thus 
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every one of- us, it appears to me, has indeed 
earned the wages of death ; ^for die wages of sin 
is death, but the gift of God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, is eternal life." By any right- 
eousness or works of our own, we cannot possibly 
reverse the decree — "The soul tiiat sinneth he 
shall die;" but Jesus Christ, as the Son sent of 
the Father; he in whose mouth there was no 
guile; who was holy, harmless, undefiled, and 
separate from sinners ; he who knew no sin, was 
made sin, or a sin offering for us, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him; he 
bore our sins in his ovm body upon the tree^ that 
we being dead unto sin, might live unto righteous*- 
ness. O, this life of righteousness! how fervently 
do I desire that we might all come into the pos- 
session of it; that we might indeed walk with 
Ood in newness of life ; that we might really put 
off the old man with his deeds, which are corrupt, 
and that we might put on the new man, even 
Jesus Christ; that having borne the image of the 
earthly, we might come to bear the image of the 
heavenly; that we might be created anew in 
Christ Jesus unto good works. And this we shall 
be, my desur friends, if we are true believers in 
Ood and in Christ Jesus; for then we shall be 
-successors of Abraham ; our faith will be accounted 
imto us for righteousness : and as we follow on to 
3(now the Lord, we shall come to be clothed with 
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tli6 fine linen of the saints^ rigfateouaness^ aad the 
filthy gaiments of the flesh will be put off. But 
how few there are, compared with the bulk of 
mankind, who are really wilting t^ endure the 
cross, or to enter in at that strait gate which leads 
unto life everlasting. Jesus Christ, the holy Head 
of his church, our great High Priest, he trod the 
suffering path before us ; and thus he set us an 
exfunple, that we might be wiping to walk in this 
same path, for there is no other way to the king- 
dom of heaven, my dear firieiiMls, but in and by 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; he remains to be the way, 
the truth, and the life, without whom no man 
Cometh unto the Father. He not only died for 
our sins, that so, all our past transgressions might 
be blotted out for his sake, but he also purchased 
for us the gift of his Holy Spirit; which, as we 
are carefully concerned to oo-op^ate with, is 
really found to be altogether sufficient to strengthen 
us to endure affliction, to submit to tribulation, 
and even anguish of heart; that so, we may know 
a complete death unto sin, and a new birth unto 
righteousness; that We may even be dead unto the 
world and to the things of it; that all these things 
may be put under our feet, and kept there — that 
the Lord may be our all in all ; that we may count 
all things as dross, if we may but win Christ, and 
be found in him, not having on our own righteous- 
ness, which is of the law, but th^ righteousness 



y Google 



MR. ISAAC STEI^ttfiNSON. 125 

which is of God, through faith; and if we are biit 
faithfdi according to our measure, to that mani- 
festation of the Spirit, which is given to every one 
of us to profit withal ; if it be our contiiiual care, 
from day to day, to press forward in the christian 
race, in that course which is so clearly' opened to 
our view in the holy Scriptures of truth, then we 
shall gi^uiedly overcoiiie our spirituail enemies. 

And although the christian path is, for the most 
part^' a waf fare, and we have to keep continually 
upon our watch j to put on, and keep on, the 
spiritual armour ; to take unto us the sword of the 
Spirit, and to be faithful in using it, imder the 
directi6n of our unconquered Captain; yet the 
Lord is graciously pleased, from time to time, to 
solace the chriistian traveller, — those who are 
engaged in this conflict, and who surrender all 
that they have unto the Lord in the sincerity of 
their hearts; those who are made willing from 
day to day to search their hearts, and to be 
searched by the light of Jesus Christ ; those who 
offer themselves to the search, who are willing fo 
abide the day of the Lord's coming; even although 
he may be pleased from time to time to come as a 
refiner with fire, and as a fuller with soap, to sit 
in their hearts as a purifier of gold and of silver. 
These do, indeed, "know that tribulation workefli 
patience, and patience experience, and experience 

hope ; because the love of God is shed abroad in 
H2 
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their hearts^ through the Holy Ghost:'* they 
hare, indeed, to endure a fight of affliction, and 
the enemy of souls, who has offered himself as 
their leader, and not being accepted in that capa- 
city, he becomes an accuser ; and thus, sometia^s, 
also, he bruises the heels of the Lord's servants. 
But yet, as the eye of these is turned upon Jesus 
Christ ; as they endeavor to keep in simple heart- 
edness, and not to cast away their confid^ce; 
then, indeed, the Lord makes himself known to 
be their omnipotent help. He gradually subdues 
their enemies imder their feet; he strengthens 
them to believe, and faithfully to obey his com- 
mands, immediately made known unto them in 
the secret of their souls. Yet, it is possible, that 
the enemy may be permitted to tempt them, to try 
them, to endeavor to persuade them that they 
have been following an ignis fatuus, that they 
have not followed Jesus Christ, the true light. I 
am ready to believe, that the Lord's children, in 
different ages of the world, have thus been tried ; 
but these have been strengthened to keep the word 
of the Lord's patience; and so he hath conde- 
scended to keep them, to watch over them, and 
not to suffer them to be hurt; and when they have 
endured these seasons of affliction and trial, he 
hath given them clearly to see that they have not 
f<dl6wed cunningly devised fables, nor fables of 
any description, but that they have followed their 
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Lord and Saviour; that they have adhered to the 
pare, substantial truth : and thus the Lord's chil* 
dren have, from one time to another, b^en given 
to know, that the foundaticm of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, ^^ the Lord knoweth them that 
are his.'^ 

Now these experiences, my dear Mends, whioh 
I have endeavored, though it may be with feeble- 
ness, to describe, and many more which language 
cannot set forth, the Lord's children or church 
are &vored with ; they are their portion, but they 
cannot be come at without an entire surrender of 
our will unto the will of God, without we are 
willing to endure the operation of the fiumace. 
There is cause to fear, that many of us, who have 
been placed in the furnace, have come out of it 
too soon, and so there has not been a perfect 
work. These have not attained to that state of 
mind in which the inscription of Holiness to the 
Lord, would have been placed upon them. And, 
oh ! how do I desire that all the visited and called 
of the Lord, may indeed bow low before him, that 
their attention may not be turned to outward and 
visible things. Oh ! let them be especially careful 
not to be encumbered with the affairs of the pre- 
sent life, lest their feet should become laden as 
with thick clay, and they should be prevented 
from walking in that high and holy way, which 
the Lord hath cast up for his ransomed and 
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redetmed children to walk io. I iEtm no believef, 
mj deair fiiends, in that doctrine which iSets forth, 
that those who have once been in grace, are 
necessarily always in grace ; or that it is not poa^ 
siMe £[»r a man to fall from savii^g grace : on the 
contrary, I believe we may have known the good 
word of God, and the powers of the world to come ; 
that we may have experienced the beginning, and 
evmi some progress, in the way of salvation ; tiiat 
we may have been grafted into Christ the true 
vine, and yet, after all, may ftdl away, not having 
brought fotth fruit to the praise of the glory of 
God, but to ourselves ; we may have been broken 
off from the vine, and so have become withered 
branches, fit for nothing but to be bound in bun- 
dles, as it were, and to be consumed. But I 
reverently trust that this may never be the sorrow- 
ftd state of one individual now present Are there 
those in this assembly, any of my beloved brothers 
and sisters, now present, who have not kept their 
habitaticm in the truth ? i^ho hate not watched, 
and k^t the garments which the Lcnrd in his great 
mercy and goodness clothed them with? who, 
having been in time past, in some degree, washed 
from the filthiness of the flesh, have, throi^^h 
unwatchfulness and disobedience, suffered their 
garments to be again defiled by the spots of the 
flesh ? If there should be any who have thus 
unhappily lost their first love, it does appear to 
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me, my dear friends, thai the love of God in 
Christ Jesus reacheth forth even imto such as 
these; and that if they will turn unto him with 
fuU purpose of heart ; if they will bear bis indig- 
nation, because they have idnned against him, 
that then he will heal their backslidings, and lore 
them freely, and ihdy shall be again ingrafted into 
Christ the true and Uving rine; and finally will 
meet with the church triumphant of his saints and 
angels, in the genersd assembly and church of the 
first-bom, whose names axe written in heaven. 
My heart is comforted in believing, that the lore 
and mercy of God in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
extends to the whole of this assembly, and that it 
is not bis will that one of us should be lost And 
really, the way to obtain peace with God; to 
obtain forgiveness through our blessed liord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, is very simple and {dain. 1 
had like to have said there is no difficulty in it : 
if we will but turn at the Lord's rept^oof^ when he 
smites us ; if we will but turn unto him ; if, when 
we feel ourselves robbed and spoiled, we will but 
s^ek him with all our hearts, then I do believe he 
will be found of us. Yet, it may be, that in pro- 
portion as any have for a length of time, walked 
according to the &i^ of their eyes, and accordii^ 
to the ways of their own corrupt hearts, and thus 
done despite to the Spirit of Grace ; have crucified 
unto themselves the Son of God afresh, and put 



y Google 



130 HR ISAAC STEPHENSOK. 

him to open shame, that he may for a long time 
hide his face from those, even when they seek 
him : but if they will but persevere in seeking 
him; if they will but watch unto prayer; if they 
will but continue in the heartfelt exercise of soul, 
then I do believe that he will be graciously 
pleased to turn the captivity of these, even as the 
streams in the south ; and so, that they may be 
given to see that there is peace for them through 
our blessed Redeemer; for his sake their sins are 
forgiven, their transgressions are taken away, 
ihmr iniquity is not imputed tmto them, and at 
the same time, all guile, all insincerity will be 
taken away out of their hearts. And this I believe 
to be the true fruit of faith in Gk)d, and in our 
Lord Jesus Christ; by this we are enabled to 
believe that all our past sins are blotted out 
This divine faith also woiketh by love to the puri- 
fying of the heart Oh, then, my dear friends, let 
none of us sit down by the way ; let n<me of us 
take up a rest short of the true rest ; but let us be 
engaged to fix our eyes upon the enduring inherit- 
ance which is laid up in heaven, in reserve for 
those, who by patient continuance in well doing, 
persevere to the end of their race. I do believe it 
is the Lord's blessed will to bring those that are 
afar ofi*, nigh ; that so they may become in pos- 
session of everlasting life; and to strengthen those 
who are nigh, to comfort the mourners, to lift up 
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the hands that hang down, to gire bread to the 
hungry soul, and water unto the thirsty, to give 
deliverance unto the captive, to open the blind 
eyes, to unstop the deaf ears. 

Our Lord is graciously pleased to say, peace, 
peace, to those that are nigh, and to them afar 
off ; but unto the wicked, unto those who perse* 
vere in disobedience, there is no peace, saith my 
God. 
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A BRIEF STATEMENT of the reasons why 
the religious Society of FRIENDS object to 
the payment of Tithes^ and other demands of 
an Ecclesiastical nature. 

Ittued by the Yearly Meeting of the said Society, held in London, 
in the Fifth Month, 1853. 

Thb Religious Society of Friends has now existed in 
this country for nearly two centuries as a distinct Chris- 
tian community. Amongst other circumstances hy 
which we have heen distinguished from our fellow- 
professors of the Christian name, has heen aa ohjection, 
founded on a scruple of conscience, to the payment of 
Tithes, and other demands of an Ecclesiastical charac- 
ter. Apprehending that the motives of our conduct 
herein are not generally well understood, and anxiously 
desiring also that our own members may be encouraged 
and strengthened to act consistently with our christian 
profession, we think it right, at the present time, briefly 
to set forth the reasons for our testimony on this impor- 
tant subject. 

We have uniformly entertained the belief, on the 
authority of Holy Scripture, that when, in the fulness 
O 
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of time, according to the all-wise purposes of God, our 
blessed Lord and Saviour appeared personallj upon 
earth. He introduced a dispensation pure and spiritual 
in its character. He taught by his own holy example 
and divine precepts, that the ministry of the gospel is 
to be without pecuniary remuneration. As the gift is 
free, the exercise of it is to be free also : the office is to 
be filled by those only who are called of God by the 
power of the Holy Spirit ; who, in their preaching, as 
well as in their circumspect lives and conversation, are 
giving proof of this call. The forced maintenance of 
the ministers of religion is in our view, a violation of 
those great privileges which God, in his wisdom and 
goodness, bestowed upon the human race, when He 
sent his Son to redeem the world, and, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, to lead and guide mankind into 
all truth. 

Our blessed Lord put an end to that priesthood^ and 
to all those ceremonial usages connected th^ewith^ 
which were before divinely ordained under the Law of 
Moses. The present system of Tithes was not in any 
way instituted by Him, our Holy Head, and High 
Priest, the great Christian Law-giver. It had no 
existence in the purest and earliest ages of his Church, 
but was gradually introduced, as superstition and apos- 
tacy spread over professing Christendom, and was 
subsequently enforced by legal authority. And it fur- 
ther appears to us, that in thus enforcing as due* ** to 
God and Holy Church," a tithe upon the produce of 

* 27 Henry riii. c. 20. 
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the earth, and upon the increase of the herds of the 
field, an attempt was made to uphold and perpetuate a 
Divine institution, appointed only for a time, but 
which was abrogated by the coming in the flesh of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The vesting of power by the laws 
of tie land in the king, assisted by his council, whereby 
axticles of belief have been framed for the adoption of 
his subjects, and under which the support of the teach- 
ers of these articles is enforced, is, in our judgment, a 
procedure at variance with the whole scope and design 
of the Gospel ; and as it violates the rights of private 
judgment, so it interferes with that responsibility by 
which man is bound to his Creator. 

In accordance with what has been already stated, we 
of course conscientiously object also to all demands 
made upon us in lieu of tithes. We likewise object to 
what are termed Easter-dues, demands originally made 
by the priests of the Church of Rome, but continued in 
the Protestant Church of England, for services which 
we cannot receive.' We also object to Mortuaries, 
sums applied for and still enforced in some places, as 
due ta the incumbent of a parish on the death of the 
head of a family. Neither do we find, in the example 
or precepts of our blessed Lord and his Apostles, any 
authority for these claims, or others of a kindred 
nature, which all had their origin in times of the dark- 
ness and corruption of the christicuoi church. And we 
further consider, that to be compelled to unite in the 
support of buildings, where a mode of religious worship 
is observed in which we cannot conscientiously unite, 
and in paying for appurtenances attached to that mode 



y Google 



]M /SG APPENDIX. 

of worship from which we alike dissent, is subversive 
of that freedom which the Gospel of Christ has con- 
ferred upon all. 

Deeply impressed with a conviction of the tnfth of 
these considerations, we have felt it to be a religious 
duty to refuse active compliance wit^ all ecclesiastical 
demands which have been made upon us; or to be par- 
ties to any compromise whereby the payment of them 
is to be insured. That this conduct has not arisen 
from a contumacious spirit, we trust the general cha- 
racter of our proceedings will amply testify. And we 
trust also that it will be readily admitted, that political 
considerations have not governed our religious Society, 
but that we have been actuated by a sincere desire to 
maintain, in the sight of God and man, a conscientious 
testimony to the freedom and spirituality of the Gospel 
of Christ, and thus to promote the enlargement of his 
kingdom upon earth. 

In their support of these views, our pious predeces- 
sors imderwent many and grievous sufferings, which 
they bore with christian meekness and patience. Their 
loss of property was often excessive ; they were sub- 
jected to cruel and vexatious prosecutions; they endured 
long and painful imprisonments ; and not a few, who 
were thus deprived of their liberty, manifested the sin- 
cerity of their faith by patiently suffering this imprison- 
ment unto death. Soon after the accession of William 
III. to the throne of this kingdom, more lenient laws 
were made by the government for the recovery of these 
demands, imprisonment becune less frequent, and the 
execution of the law less severe. Subseqtte&t legis - 
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lative enactments, under the mild sway of the present 
reigning family, have still further mitigated its force. 
We are sensible that our grateful acknowledgments are 
due for these things, and we thuEs publicly express 
them. At the same time, we feel that there are laws 
still unrepealed, by which we might, in the support of 
these our christian principles, be subjected to great 
loss of property, and to imprisonment for life ; and in 
the execution of the law, as it now exists, much pecu- 
niary suffering, and many oppressive proceedings, may 
be and are inflicted. And here we would observe, that 
each individual amongst us wholly sustains the amount 
of the distraint made upon him, and of all the conse- 
quent expenses : we have no fund out of which a reim- 
bursement takes place, as some have erroneously 
supposed. 

Seeing that we have, as a RdUgious Society, invariably 
made, on this subject, an open confession before men, 
we earnestly desire that we may all steadfastly adhere 
to the original grounds of our testimony ; not allow 
ourselves to be led away by any feelings of a party 
spirit, or suffer any motives of an inferior character to 
take the place of those which are purely christian. 
May none amongst us shrink from the faithful and 
upright support of our christian belief, but through the 
Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, seek after that meek 
disposition, in which our Society has uniformly thought 
it right to maintain this testimony, and which we 
desire may ever characterize us as a body. It becomes 
us all, when thus conscientiously refusing a compliance 
with the law of the land, to do it in that peaceable 
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spirit of whidi our Lord has left us so blessed an exam- 
ple. May we all be concerned, in accordance with the 
adrice of this Meeting, given forth in the year 1759, 
<< to demonstrate, by our whole conduct and conver- 
tation, that we really suffer for conscience' sake, and 
keep dose to the guidance of that good Spirit, which 
will preserve in meekness and quiet resignation under 
erery trial. For if resentment should arise against 
those whom we may look upon as the instruments of 
our sufferings, it will deprive us of the reward of 
faithfulness, give just occasion of offence, and bring 
dishonor to the cause of Truth. Cavilling or casting 
refleotions upon any because of our sufferings, doth not 
become the servants of Christ, whose holy example and 
footsteps we ought in all things feiithfully to follow." 

It is the duty of the christian, in patience and meek- 
ness, and innocent boldness, to follow the convictions 
of religious duty, openly to avow his views, and hum- 
bly to confide in the ever blessed Head of the church. 
And we are persuaded that nothing will so effectually 
promote the increase of genuine Christianity, as for all 
who profess faith in Christ, to manifest by their humble 
and peaceable demeanor, and by the accordance of their 
whole lives with the precepts of the Gospel, that their 
trust is in God, and that they are seeking to imitate 
Him who was hdy, harmless, undefiled, and separate 
from sinners. 

We desire that the existing evils may, under the 
Divine blessing, be remedied by the increase of christ- 
ian light and knowledge, and that it may please our 
Heavenly Father in the ordering of his Providence, so 
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to influence all the legislative proceedings of our 
Govemment, on this deeply important subject, as that 
they may tend to the furtherance of the Church of 
Christ, and the increase of godliness in the nation. 
And it is our firm conviction, that in proportion as the 
heavenly precepts, and the blessed example of the Son 
of God, who is given of the Father to be Lord of all, 
spread and prevail, and effectually rule in the hearts 
and consciences of men, — ^in proportion as the pure 
doctrines of the gospel gain the ascendency, — ^it will 
be seen, that to uphold any church establishment by 
compulsory laws, which oppress the consciences of sin- 
cere believers in the Lord Jesus, is at variance with his 
holy law, and is calculated to retard the universal 
spreading of his reign. 

In conclusion, it is our earnest prayer, that it may 
please the Supreme Ruler of the universe to hasten the 
coming of that period when the light of the glorious 
Gospel of Christ shall shine forth with imclouded 
brightness ; when righteousness shall cover the earth 
as the waters cover the sea, and when the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Christ. 

Signed, in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

SAMUEL TUKE, 

Clerk to the Meeting this Year, 
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An error has occim^d in the paging of the Appendix ; which 
should be 133— 14Q, instead of 145—152. 
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